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PREFACE, 


The Public arc not unacquainted with tlic fact, that dis- 
co\enc3 of much, interest have recently been made in the 
regions of Central Asia, -which were the seat of Greek do- 
minion for some hundred years after tlicir conquest by Alex 
ander These discoveries are principally, but not entirely, 
numismatic, and have revealed the names of sovereigns of 
Greek race, and of thar Scythian, and Parthian successors, 
of none of whom is any mention to he found in the 
extant histones of the East or West There has also 
been opened to the cunous, through these corns, a Ian 
gnage, the existence of winch was hitherto unknown, 
and which must have been the vernacular dialect of 
some of the regions in which the Grecian colonies 
were established The coins possess particular value as a 
key for the cypher of this language through their bilingual 
legends and superscriptions, and haie been Extensively 
and successfully used for that purpose But the mvesti 
gation deserves, and requires to be farther prosecuted, for 
there are inscriptions forthcoming in the language, which, 
if the ingenuity of the learned should succeed in com 
pletely translating and explaining them, cannot fail to 
throw much light, on the worse than Cimmerian darkness, 
that still envelops the age and country which have he 
queafhed them to us 
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the curliest of those who directed 
Mention to these bilingual coins, and the most buc- 
cssful interpreter of their legends, was the late Mr 
r amcs Pnnsep, Secretary of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, 
mil Editor of the Society's Journal, published monthly in 
hat city In both capacities he was naturally placed in 
lircct and constant communication with those engaged m 
lie work of practical discovery , and tho assistance and 
nstruction he was thus enabled to give, and readily and 
freely imparted to those, who, by the accident of position, 
were led to prosecute such researches, or who, by other 
means, became possessed of objects of antiquarian curio- 
sity, was so frequently acknowledged by tbo fpft of the 
articles discovered, that a \ery nch and extensive cabinet 
was the fruit As an instance of the oriental hberahty 
with* which these things were presented, it may be 
stated, that, consequently upon a favorable mention in 
the Journal, of Gen "Ventura’s researches at Mamkyala, 
the vases, coins, and relics, found in the tope opened 
there in 1630, were freely and gratuitously given to the 
Editor by the General, and duplicates of his large assort 
ment of Greco Bactmn corns were similarlv presented, in 
consideration of some little pains bestowed on the reading 
and classification of the more complete set, which the 
General made up to be forwarded to France 

Mr James Pnnsep, unfortunately, died before the 
investigation into the results of these discovenes had 
reached that point, which would warrant a satisfactory 
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classification and arrangement of the articles he so ob- 
tained The cabinet thus came to Ins ■widow, ncli and 
\ anous, but unsorted, and uncatnlogucd In this condi- 
tion, she applied to the Author of tho following pages 
for advice and assistance as to its disposal, and he in 
consequence, as well as from a sense of duty, as for on 
agreeable and profitable occupation, undertook its arrange- 
ment, referring for that purpose to modern works written 
on the subject, and seeking in lnstoiy, and in classic 
literature, for information regarding the period to which 
the coins and relies belonged 

Along with the cabinet, the note book of the deceased 
was placed in the Authors hands, and it is the possession 
of that, and of the plates prepared originally for the 
Journal, and still fortunately preserved, that has led the 
Author to think, that it will he beneficial to put together, 
in the bncf form adopted in these pages, the results 
deduciblc from recent discoveries The free use of his 
brother’s materials will, it is conceived, give the work a 
value, even with the most erudite , but its principal aim 
is, to place, m a cheap and commodious form before the 
popular reader, the mcaus of gratifying curiosity upon a 
subject often referred to, and of the existence of which, as 
a successful result of modern research, few are entirely 
igaariat 

If the following pages shall have the effect of com 
munic'itmg information to readers, who have hitherto 
been deterred by the learmug, or by tlie cost of the 
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more elaborate works which bate appeared, ami so 
should stimulate curiosity, and excite a wider interest in 
respect to these discos cries, the Author’s object will he 
pained The present Note is confined to Unctro-Anan 
relies, but the late Mr James Pnnsep’s cabinet is richer 
far in cams of Imlin, Hoodhist, nnd Jlmhmimcal, extending 
from periods of the most remote nntiqmU to the date of 
Afahomcdati conquest, and for these a separate study, 
nnd if the subject be of sufficient general interest, a 
separate Note of explanation may be required 
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Aria, Ariana, Bactria. These are names that 
every one has met with in the course of his read- 
ing, but wry few know the precise locality of the 
regions so called,* and fewer still their history. 
The ancient authors of Greece and Rome furnish 
only some stray notices of kings who have con- 
quered and reigned in those countries ; but neither 
kings nor kingdoms are ever mentioned, except in- 
cidentally because of their coming in contact with 
nations of the West; and we seek in vain» for any 
consistent account qf the dynasties which rose 
and fell, or even of the races that came and went, 
conquering and conquered, during the thousand 
3 ears that followed the conquest and settlement of 

* Ana is tVie territory of which Herat is the Capital. Ariana 
(Eeron) is the general name for the country east of Persia anil 
Media, as far ns the Indus Bactria is the country watered 
hy the Oxus and its tributaries. Sog Juliana the mountains 
winch feed the Jiuartes and divide the two rivers 
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hese regions by Alexandei^f Macedon,the son of 
5 hihp 

'We know, indeed, that for two hundred years 
ifter that epoch the kings of Bactna, and of Ariana, 
jr Afghanistan, were Greek in name and by race, 
ind that the language of their coins and official 
locuments was Greek , still such was the indiffer 
2nce, or such the difficulty of communication that 
httle or no intercourse was maintained by the 
people of the West with these Eastern colonies, 
and though using a common language and derived 
from the same stock with the nation which boasted 
at the period its pre eminence in intelligence and 
civilization they are never referred to except as a 
terra incognita, that few knew and none cared 
about 

The whole of Western and Central Asia was, it 
is true, the scene of continuous strife and convul 
sion during the entire period of Greek ascendancy 
in these regions, and the events of most promi 
went interest in the world were occurring at the 
time in the West, which may account for some in 
difference towards the petty struggles for power 
amongst isolated chiefs and colonies in the far 
East But the information left us of the acts and 
expeditions of western Lings m tins quarter, 
and even of Alexander himself, is exceedingly 
scanty and imperfect, and we seek m vain for any 
reason why it should he. so TUe reading public of 
the nineteenth century who wade through volumes 
of controversy upon single events of local history 
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and who study accuracy, and the min u tiro of great 
men’s proceedings and motives, with a mawkish and 
tedious interest, may well wonder to fiud so little 
curiosity displayed by the ancients, not only as to 
what was passing in Aria and Bactria, but even 
regarding the expeditions of Alexander, Seleucus, 
and Antiochus ; and it is the more surprising that 
we have no consistent account in detail of the 
actions and enterprises of these kings, and especially 
of the first of them who so widely extended Greek 
dominion and Greek civilization, when such an 
example of correct and reasoning histoiy had been 
set by Thucidydes, and when we know the pains 
taken by Alexander himself to cultivate the opinion 
of the learned of Greece, and to promote and encou- 
rage literature for the advancement of his own fame. 

If, however, any man has a right to complain^of 
the treatment he receives from history, and to 
lament the want of the vatis sacri to represent his 
actions and character in a true light to posterity, 
it is Alexander. The only justice done to him 
is in the affix of the title Great, which Iris name 
will carry with it to nil time : we have little else 
regarding him but shallow superficial gossip, and 
libellous anecdotes, circulated with a view to detrac- 
tion by the party which his genius and ascendancy 
excluded from power. It is from such materials 
that mankind is left to form its judgment upon the 
man, who holds amongst Greeks even a higher place 
than Julius Ceesar amongst Romans, and whose 
fame even Cicsur euvied. 
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We do not refer here to iSe mere school impres- 
sions formed from Plutarch and others, of Alexan- 
der’s Tashness and violence, of his passion and 
drunkenness, his ambition for false glory, and 
his vain desire for deification, but to the means we 
possess of following this conqueror m the great 
enterprises he successfully carried through, and of 
marking the changes he effected or contemplated 
in the institutions and social condition of the 
world There is nothing like a philosophical his 
tory, or even a true account in detail of Alexander’s 
exploits and proceedings, in all the literature of 
Greece and Rome, for assuredly the works of Arrian 
and Quintus Curtius do not deserve that cha 
ncter . 

In tracing, therefore, the history of the colonies 
winch Alexander planted in the East, the first 
difficulty experienced arises from the very im 
perfect notices handed down to us, of the means by 
which he established those colonies, of their num- 
ber and position, of the arrangements made for 
their internal government, and, what is of even 
more importance, of their relations with the natives 
of the regions m which they were placed 

It is well remarked l>j Professor Lassen, that 
Bactna and Ana, that is, the countries l^ing on 
either side of the Hindoo Koosh, between the Oxus 
end Indus riv ers are on the high road of Asiatic con- 
quest, and have been. the. battle, field, of every tribe 
and nation that has nsen to dominion in the East 
The histoiy of this tract, therefore, if we had it com 
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plete and continuous, would tell more of the history 
of the world, and of the great revolutions m lan- 
guage, religion, civilization, and government, which 
have been brought about b) conquest, and by the 
admixture of races resulting from conquest, than 
that of any other country on the face of the earth 
For the want of this lnstor), even for the period 
when Greek dominion and the Greek language 
gave means and facilities for preserving it, the 
modern learned are driven to speculation and con- 
jecture, groping their way m dark uncertainty, and 
putting together facts gathered here and there at 
wide intervals, or drawing inferences from vague 
analogies of language, of feature, and of customs, 
whereon they build theories, which are overturned 
as fast as the) are constructed 

It is now a little more than a century (1738) 
since Bajer wrote his treatise m Latin ou the 
Greek colonies of Bactm, and proved to conv iction, 
aa the same Proftssor observes, the neglect these 
regions had experienced from writers of anti quit) , 
by the meagreness of the details his industry anc! 
learning could discover in their works He gave 
the names of not more than kings of Greek 
origin, whom he Found incidentally mentioned as 
having reigned m these countries, but the dates of 
tliur acce^ions and death*, even the localities of 
the dominion of several, were left, and still remain, 
in unccrtaint) It is onl) through coins since dis 
covered, or b) means of relics and inscriptions 
obtained in topes or tumuli, that we have made, or 
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can hope to make, any advance in the knowledge of 
the past history of these regions beyond the point 
reached by Ba) er, and the ad\ance j et made is con- 
fined to a lengthened list of names, denied from 
coins, of kings before unheard of and unknown, but 
the coins, either by their execution, or by their type 
and emblems, or by the titles and superscriptions, 
afford circumstances from which to draw conclu 
sions as to the connection of the kings with one 
another, or with known dynasties of the West 
Moreover, the number and localities in which the 
coins are found, are circumstances from which to 
deduce arguments, as to the length of reigns and 
seats of government Next to inscriptions, there 
fore, coins are the best evidence we can obtain, to 
support or supply the want of history We have 
a .few inscriptions, likewise, but they are in the 
new Arian language, and the decyphenng of them 
remains to be accomplished 

It is not our purpose here to give in detail the 
history of the discoveries made in Bactrim numis 
matics “ This has been well done by Professor 
Wilson in the publication prepared by him, and 
issued under the authority of the East India Com 
pan}, for the purpose of giving to the world the 
results of Mr Masson’s researches, i work that 
does infinite honour to the patronage of that liberal 
and enlightened body We will merely mention, 
that., until wuLuul the last ten years-, the ytogcuas. 
made in discovery was confined to occasional notices 
of stray coins with Greek names, which found 
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their way to the cabinets of Europe, and weie, by 
the learned, presumed to be Bactnan, because the 
coins were traced to that region, or to its vicinity , 
and were not ascribable to other known dynasties 
But since the mission to Kabool and Bokhara of 
the late Sir Alexander Burnes in 1831-32, there 
lias been thrown quite a new light upon this branch 
of arclicEologj, through the researches and dis- 
coveries of that officer, and of those engaged with 
him in that and subsequent missions, and espe- 
cially through the impulse and direction given to 
the enquiries of others, who had even better oppor- 
tunities than Burnes lnmself for prosecuting them 
We refer in particular to the European officers in the 
service okBunjeet Singh, the ruler of the Punjab 
and Peshawur, amongst whom Generals Ventura, 
Alard and Court, are pre eminent for the zeal with 
which they have applied themselves to such raves 
tigutions The great tope of Manyky&la was 
opened by General Ventura in April and May, 
1830, when some coins and very curious relics 
were obtained The example was followed some 
years after by General Court, who opened several 
other topes in the same vicinity All these officers 
obtained rich rewards for their labours, and taking 
prompt means to make the results public, contri- 
buted greatly to advance the progress of discovery 
But Dr Hccmgberger, of the same service, was the 
first to draw the attention of Europe to the richness 
of the field for antiquities presented by Afghanistan , 
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for, returning in 1834 through Kvbool, Bulkh, Bo* 
khira,antl Orcnburgli, he brought with him a large 
collection of corns and relics made along tint 
route, as well as m the Punjab, and exhibited 
them in German}, and afterwards in Paris, where 
they excited much cunosit}, and were the subject of 
much learned speculation 

Nevertheless, it is to Mr Masson, a private 
adventurer, who long resided at Kabool, and enjoj cd 
there the intimacy of the Nuwab Jubar Khan, aud 
the powerful protection of Ins brother. Ameer Dost 
Mohummed, that we are indebted for the most 
complete aud best directed local researches that 
have yet been made in these region* Under the 
countenance, and with the aid of these brother*, 
Mr Masson was able to employ himself for several 
years in seeking remains of the Greek dynasties 
which had reigned in ancient times in the valley of 
the Kabool river He visited the supposed sites of 
various cities there, and identified the ruins, as 
well as the localities, as fit capitals for these extinct 
kingdom^ be opened likewise a great number of 
topes or tumuli at Daranta near Julalabad, aud 
elsewhere m the same region, extracting from 
them relics of all kinds, and, thus having me 
ployed six or eight years in collecting antiquities 
of the period of Greek and Scythian rule (the 
cgins he procured at Begbram, the presumed site 
of Alexandria apttd Caacasum are numbered by 
tens of thousands) he transmitted the whole to the 
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Museum of the India House, where they are now 
deposited, and lie open to the ready inspection of 
the curious and learned. 

These investigations, be it observed, were prose- 
cuted, and the results made known, some time 
before the British army advanced to Kabool. We 
are indebted to that expedition for a great advance 
in our knowledge of the geography of the region of 
discovery; but in other departments of science, 
especially in numismatic and archeological re- 
searches, little further fruit was obtained. The 
harvest had already been gathered in, and the busy 
occupations of war and diplomacy afforded little 
leisure for the closer scorch required to glean the 
scattered romnant, and to pick up what had escaped 
those who had taken the lead in this field. 

There may, however, be another reason, besides 
want of leisure, for the sudden arrestation of the 
progress of discovery, just at the period of British 
occupation of the country, in which it had made 
such rapid strides. In 1838, while the army was 
on its march to Afghanistan, the individual in 
India, who had done most to instigate enquiry, 
and to make public the results obtained, who 
brought to bear on each discovery a power of 
ingenious reasoning, acute comparison, and deep 
study, that made it tell as a step in advance, reward- 
ing those who had contributed to bring it to light, 
and attracting new interest to the pursuit, was 
suddenly withdrawn from these favorite studies by 
an illness, \\ Inch tci initiated in death. The journal 
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of the Asiatic Society, established and conducted 
by Mr. James Prinsep at Calcutta, ceased after 
tlie year mentioned to be the inspiring organ to 
encourage and direct researches in this particular 
field. There wanted, when he was gone, the Pro- 
methean spark to kindle into light and life the dust 
and ashes dug out of these interesting ruins, and 
to extract language and sense from the rude cha- 
racters, found traced on tlie % enerable remains and 
relics obtained from them. 

In the same year (1839) Europe lost Hons. 
Jacquet, a promising scholar of Paris, who, in tlie 
same field of Eastern archaeological research, 
rivalled, and sometimes anticipated, the discoveries 
of .lames Prinsep in India. All, however, who 
have signalized themselves by successful study in 
this department are not gone. There is yet much 
to hope from the labours of Professors Lassen and 
Wilson, and we do not despair of finding some one of 
those who enjoyed the friendship and shared the 
studies of James Prinsep, who may yield to the 
desire qf prosecuting these researches with Indian 
aids, and who may, perhaps, turn to equally good 
account the many facilities and advantages, there 
aj ailablc.* 

At present, haring before us the sarious papers 
which appeared in the journal of the Asiatic Society, 
with Professor Wilson’s exhibition of the results of 

• Wc have reason lo liclievc that Lieut. Cunningham, of the 
Bengal Engineer*, i« prcjwnng b work on the antiquities of 
Imlm and Afghanistan. 
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Mr Masson’s discoveries and researches , having, 
also, Professor Lassen’s wcuh on Bactrian and Indo 
Scjthian History, which was translated and pub- 
lished m the Indian journal, we take these as 
helping us to reach a landing place in this branch 
of discovery, bejond which it will require time, 
and a new senes of efforts and researches to make 
further progress, and so regarding them, we shall 
endeavour to gne such a summary of the results 
established as will make the general reader familiar 
with a subject, reserved hitherto for the learned 
antiquarian 

Professor Wilson has, m Ins publication of Mr 
Masson’s researches,* devoted a chapter to the col 
lection ofruotices regarding Am and Anana from 
ancient wnters, and in this work of labour and re 
search he has effected all that the scholar can desire, 
and more than those, to whom we address oursehes, 
can need for prepantion lie lias, also, rightly 
judged, that for the proper comprehension of the 
subject it is indispensable to follow Alexander ill his 
marches and encampments in these regipns We 
cannot, ho\\c\er, understand why, lining carried 
Alexander through the country south of the Imaus, 
or Hindoo Koosh, to Ins cantonment of Alexandria 
at Beghrnm, near Knbool, the Professor should 

• Amna Ar aqua— a Descriptive Account of the Ann 
qu ties and Coins of Af„l ametan with a Memo r on the Bu Id 
» ga called ro|ies, by C Ma «o , Es i , by II 11 \\ iUoii, 
, M A IBS Londoi 1841 
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altogether omit in tins part of his work* the opera- 
tions of two entire seasons in Bactria, north of that 
range, and proceed with Alexander’s march to the 
Indus, as if these two campaigns had not intervened; 
for, in fact, it was in Bactria that the Greek power 
was most firmly established, and the march to the 
Punjab Would have been unsafe, if not imprac- 
ticable, if that country had not been first reduced 
and colonized, so as to prevent Bessus and the 
Scythians from breaking in upon the line of com- 
munication with Media and Greece. 

We shall also now briefly trace the march of 
Alexander, including these northern campaigns. 
The territory acquired by them, lying between 
the Hindoo Koosh and the Sir or JaxTtrtes, was 
much the richer and more important possession. 
It contained, according to Justin, a thousand popu- 
lous cities, and was held by an army in the field 
of 15,000 men. Such was the force left by Alex- 
ander under Amyntas, to cover and support his 
colonies in Bactria, when he moved against India, 
and the condition of the tribes on the northern 
frontier required evidently the perpetual demon- 
stration, of readiness to repel and punish aggression, 
wlych only such an army could provide. When 

* Professor Wilson does, in a different part of his work, 
viz , when treating of the geography of ancient Bactria, state 
the line of Alexander’s march to the Jaxartes, but very briefly, 
and the continuity of the narrative of the expedition is lost by 
this division of the subject. 
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Bactria ultimately revolted from tlie Syrian kings, 
Aria and Afghanistan, or Ariana, followed with 
it, and the history of the one is so mixed up with the 
other, that the allotment of kings to either division 
at the time of separation, and the determination of 
the epochs of general sovereignty over both, are 
the main work by which the skill of the critic and 
antiquarian has to be tested. But it is not Bactria 
only that vs closely linked with Ariana : we do not 
see how Partlvia, and the rise and fall of Arsacidan 
power therein, can well be excluded from an enquiry 
into the history of these regions. For not only was 
the establishment of that dynasty contemporaneous 
with the revolt of Ariana and Bactria, and the 
relations between the three countries always inti- 
mate, but many of the Parthian kings extended 
their dominion over all three, and we find Par-’ 
thian kings, and Lings of Lings, amongst those 
whoso coins and relics are the materials, upon 
which we have to build the new fabric of history 
which is the result of recent discoveries. 

To begin with the original conquest anjl coloni- 
zation of these countries by the Greeks, Arrian 
tells us that Alexander the Great, after the pursuit 
and death of Darius, returned to the Caspian 
Sea, to complete the conquest of Hyrcania and of 
the Mnrdi. This was in .Time and July' 330 jjc. 
The colonies here planted were the nucleus and 
main strength of the Parthian sovereignty, esta- 
blished eighty years afterwards by Arsaces. In 
August «rr September of the same year, Alexander 
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marched into Aria and established a garrison, with 
a Persian Satrap, at Susia, its then capital. Pro- 
fessor Wilson finds on the map a place called 
Zuzan, on the desert side of the mountains west of 
Herat, and supposes that to be the Susia mentioned 
by Arrian. Dr. Thirlwall in his history identifies 
Susia with Toos, which is far within the Par- 
thian frontier. We incline to the opinion that 
Subzar or Subza-war, a city south of Herat, and 
within the region of fertility, is the Susia referred 
to, and certainly it is by situation a much more 
likely place for the capital indicated, than either of 
the other two. The garrison left here was over- 
powered as soon as Alexander had crossed the 
mountains in pursuit of Bessus, whereupen, return- 
ing hastily, he re-took the city, and capturing 
Artachaona* also, a place of refuge in the hills to the 
east of Susia, continued his operations southward to 
the Pontus, or Inland Sea, in which the Helmund 
terminates. Subzar is in the direct line of such 
a march, which is another reason for preferring it for 
the capital of Aria. Alexander now effectually 
subjugated the entire country south of the Paro- 
pamisus, and placed Governors m Seestan and 
Arachotia, that is at Kandahar, or in Argliuudab, 
which Professor Wilson, with good reason, considers 

• Mr. Elphinstone considers Artachaona to be Herat, but 
that could scarcely have been the stronghold of refuge, to 
which the revolting Persian would retire, being on the direct 
line of march to Bactna from Seestan. Sikhir, the cajiilil 
of the Ghorrs, is a much more likely po'ition. * 
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to be that region. He also placed a colony in a 
new city, built to control the Arians, which all 
authorities concur in regarding as the foundation 
of the afterwards, and still famous city of Henlt. 
Trom this point, starting in the end of October, 
Alexander marched to the Kabool valley, through 
a country occupied by Indians, and bordering on 
Arachotia, and his troops suffered exceedingly in the 
march from want, snow, and cold. AVe think the line 
of this inarch was the upper or hill route from Herat, 
running close under, and amongst the hills of 
the Paropamisan range, a region then occupied, 
according to all authorities, by an Indian race; 
and in confirmation of this line of march, we 
have the fact given by Arrian, that immediately 
on Alexander’s Teturn across the Hindoo Koosh 
from Bactria, his first act was to change the gover- 
nor he bad left in the Paropamisus, which shows 
that he had prev ioualy marched through and subju- 
gated that hill country. Besides, the time (Octo- 
ber) was short for a circuitous inarch, and if he 
had taken the route by Kandahar, and found snow 
in that vicinity, the passage by Ghuznec would 
ime been quite closed, as we know by the sad 
experience of disasters in consequence. 

The cantonment in which Alexander’s army 
Yas&e.'i O.vi ’j.wAex wc. tfae, Ataxwrt- 

dria apud Caucasian ,* the site of which has been 

• Professor Wilson is inclined to the opinion that the ancifnt 
city, of winch rums arc found at Bahrain, was Njarn, and that 
Alexandria was closer under the mountains in the Ghorhund 
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traced on tlie plain of Bcghram neat Chirihar, 
about thirty or forty miles north of Knbool. It is 
here that coins of the Greco -Bactrian Kings and of 
their Scythian successors, have been found in 
much greater profusion than any where else, the 
place is likely, therefore, to ha\ e been the Capital 
of the legion of tlie Kophen or Kabool river. 

Early in 329 n c. Alexander crossed the Hindoo 
Koosh, and captured Drapsacus, or In drab. Thence, 
marching don n the Oxus, he occupied and esta- 
blished garrisons in the country between that 
river and the mountains, while Bessus flying north- 
ward, across the Oxus, to Nautaka, or Karshi, was 
pursued and captured there by Ptolemy. Alexan- 
der then marched to Markanda, or fsamarcand, 
and drove tlie Scythians before him to the Sir or 
Jaxartes, which river he crossed, and gained a 
great battle on the mountains opposite to Kliojund 
On the Jaxartes Alexander remained some time, 
establishing colonies for the defence of the passage 
of that river against Scythian incursion While he 
was so occupied, Spitamenes came from the Kuzil 
Koom Desert and fell on Markanda m his rear. 
Though this partizan leader failed to capture the 
town of Markanda, lie overpovv ered and cut to 

valley. Beghr&m, however, is tfie more important position, 
commanding all the passes to Koondooz, and Khoolnm east of 
the Ivolii Baba mountain, and seems much better adapted 
for a cantonment, and capital city, than a site m the close 
volley lusher up. It appears, therefore, more lively to be the 
Alexandria referred to, which was the larger and more famous 
City of the two 



most BACTWAN COINS, See. 1 7 

pieces a division of the Grecian army sent for its 
reinforcement ; thereupon, Alexander counter- 
marching, took Kuropolis, which we suppose to be 
the ancient Kesh, now Shuhur-Subz, and ravaged 
the entire valley of the Zurafshar, the Polytime- 
tus, or Samarkand river. As the year 329 b. c. 
was drawing to a close, when these operations were 
concluded, Alexander wintered his army at Ariaspe, 
or Zariaspe, which for many reasons we conclude 
to be Haz&rasp ; First, because of its being in a 
military point of view the best position he could 
occupy in advance to check Spitamcnes, being on 
the border of the desert, with the Oxus available 
to bring down his supplies. Secondly, because 
it is on the borders of Kharizm, and he was here 
in close communication with the Khorasraeni. 
.Thirdly, because, while in this cantonment, ho 
received a mission from the banks of the Wolga, 
for intercourse with which region it lies convenient, 
and lastly, from the great similarity of the name. 

In the spring of 32S n. c., Alexander took the 
field in five divisions, to reduce the entire^ country 
between the Oxus and Jaxartcs. Spitamenes was 
defeated, and slain at the beginning of the cam- 
paign, after a vain attempt to surprise Ariaspe, 
which confirms its identity with Hazarnsp, a place 
well in advance, and, therefore, subject to such 
nn attack. The rest of the season was devoted to 
the reduction of the numerous strongholds in the 
upper part of Soghdiana, and Mawur-oon-mihiir, 
nnd to the establishment of colonies and garrisons 
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to hold the country subdued The winter of 328 
— 27, b c was passed at Nautaka, or Karshi, and 
m the spring of 327, u o Alexander recrossed the 
Hindoo Koosh, and from Alexandria apud Cauca- 
sian commenced operations to reduce the country 
between that range and the Sofed-koh, that is in 
the Kohistan and Kabool valley to the Indus 
Alexander himself commanded to the north of the 
Kophen, or Kabool river, and Hephrestion with 
Taxiles, the Indian king, took the route to the 
south The latter arriving first at Attuh, built 
there the bridge of boats, bj winch Alexander’s 
array passed into the Punjab Professors Lassen 
and Wilson follow these operations in considerable 
detail, adopting Arrian’s report of them, which is 
confirmed by what we now know of the geography 
of the entire tract For our present purpose, it is 
sufficient to state briefly that this entire country 
was subdued, and colonized like Bactria, in the 
months of April and Maj, 327 DC In Julj, 
327 d c Porus was defeated on its banks of the 
Jihlum, r and the months following were spent in 
colonizing and reducing the Punjab, and in build- 
tng a fleet for the de«ecnt of the Indus 

The greater part of 32G n c was passed in the 
passage down that river, and in operations to re- 
duce the different races which occupied its banks 
At the close of the rainj season, that is in about 
September or October, 32G b c Alexander com- 
menced Ins return march in three divisions The 
fir-t, with tin lieavj baggage, he sent bj Kandahar 
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and Seestan, under Craterus The second he led 
lumself, by the sea coast, through Baloochistan 
and Mahran to Korraanm (Klrman) A third he 
sent by the then unexplored sea route to the Persian 
Gulf, under Nearcbus All met at Suza towards 
the close of 325 u c , the greatest hardships having 
been encountered by Alexander himself, m passing 
the arid deserts of southern Persia 
The result of these operations was, not merely 
that the conquering army swept over the face of 
Asia, leaving, like Tymoor, Chungeez Khan, and 
Attila, marks of ravage and desolation only in the 
regions traversed, but that the whole of the wide 
tract of country from the Mediterranean to the 
Indu3, and from the Jaxartes and Caspian to the 
Sea, was subdued, garrisoned, and colonised, — 
made, in short, part of the Grecian empire, thus 
completely established m the East We do not 
bear that any where the native population rebelled 
and threw off the Grecian yoke, or overpowered 
the garrisons left to maintain possession of the 
country, excepting only in the Punjab, near 
twenty years afterwards, during the troubles which 
followed the decease of Alexander Everywhere 
else, the government and the armies were Greek , 
Hellenism was the system upon which the adtnims 
traiioa iras organised and eoodveted, and society 
and religion yielded to the ascendancy of this domi- 
nant principle 

Alexander died in the spring of 323 b c that 
is, in the second > ear after his Tetum to the ancient 
c 2 
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capitals of the Persian and Assyrian kings, leaving 
only a posthumous son. He caught a fe*er in the 
marshes of Mesopotamia, while planning a fresh 
capital for this vast empire in that central region. 
Consequently, we can only conjecture, what might 
have been the result, if his life had been spared to 
the ordinary average of human existence, or if an 
able successor had been left, to perfect the arrange- 
ments he had so auspiciously commenced, and to 
consolidate, secure, and completely Hellenise this 
vide dominion. But Alexander’s empire, though 
of only ten years growth, was by no means tran- 
sient. His colonies, and their institutions, manners, 
and language had struck deep root even in this 
short period, and we shall find that tlje impulse 
towards Hellenism had a lasting action in central 
Asia, the effects of which were felt for at least five 
hundred 3 ears after the decease of the conqueror. 
It is the especial object of these pages to endeavour 
to trace out this action in the regions where it had 
to maintain a struggle with barbarism, and to show 
bow it finally sunk, and was extinguished, without 
exciting even a passing regret, or receiving the 
notice of a recording sentence, from any historian or 
writer of the distant "West. 

Alexander left, as above stated, no successor, for 
his brother Aridseus, and the posthumous child of 
Rosbuna, or Roxana, called Alexander after his 
father, can scarcely be so considered. The conse- 
quence was, that the marshals, and men in power, 
became each independent, refusing obedience to 
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In the third campaign (n c 315), however, after a 
victory gamed, lie was delivered up prisoner to his 
rival by his own troops, and Antigonus becoming 
in consequence the sovereign of Asia, assumed 
openly the regal title His first act after the over- 
throw of his rival was to send the Argyraspides, 
SiH ersbields, a favored corps of ementi, to be worn 
out bj the hard duty of Aracboha, as a punishment 
for their bad faith to Eumenes Seleucus (b c 3 14), 
Governor of Babylon, was soon after di=po sessed 
by AntigonU", and fled to Ptolemy, whom he 
instigated to oppose Autigonu c The two invaded 
Syria and Phoenicia from Egypt (n c 312), and 
gaming «ome advantage, Seleucus started thence 
with 1000 men, and recovered Babylon, «the popu 
lation of which was fnendlj to him Thence, 
influencing the garn c ons of Media and Persia, he 
expelled the Governors for Antigonus, who was so 
occupied bv his war w ith Ptolemy, that he could 
onlv send lieutenants against Seleucus, and these 
were successively defeated In 305 b c , Seleucus 
gaming great \ictory over Jhcanor, one of these 
lieutenants, followed it up bj seizing and adding to 
Ins own government, the whole of Media, Ifyrcania, 
Parthia, Bactna, and Ana, and all the countries as 
far as the Indus In 303, he crossed that mer 
to make war on Chundra Goopta (Sandracottus), 
who, during the*c contention*', had expelled the 
Grecian garnsons from the Punjab, and had so 
recovered tint conntrj for the native sovereigns of 
India Seleucus made, liowxvtr, a Iia>t\ peace 
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and slaying the Governor. To secure himself, he 
seized the government, and the revolt being neg- 
lected, he continued to strengthen himself, until in 
241 u.c., he was able to add Hyrcania to his 
original government of Parthia, which lay between 
Herat and the Caspian, and is now the province of 
\\ Inch Mushud is the capital.* 

The native countiy of Arsaces is uncertain. By 
some he is called a Hainan, that is, a native of 
Soghd. By others, a Bactrian. Moses of Chorene, 
the historian of Armenia, who lived in the fifth 
century of onr era, when the Arsacidan dynasties 
had recently been expelled from both Parthia and 
Armenia, declares the first Arsaces to have been a 
native of Bulkh. He adds, that the dynasty were 
called Balhavenses, or Pablaveean, from the circum- 
stance that Bulkh was added to Parthia, and made 
its scat of Government, by the son of Arsaces, 
meaning Mithridates, the great-grandson- Strabo 
says that Arsaces was a Bactrian, who had fled to 
Parthia, because the rival party' of Tlieodotus had 
prevailed, in his native city’, which is not at all 
inconsistent with the Armenian’s story. H r e gi' c 
in a note below the words of Moses from the Latin 
trandation/f because the passages are curious, and 
contain the earliest mention we find anywhere of 

• The Persians consider Khorasan to include Ilerit nntl 
l!>e Paro-patoisas, and northward to eitend as fa r ** Mert, 
<nhrrwi«o I’ardu* described h j that name 

J llaqur, ot dm ran*, po»t srxapnta anno*, fjtutn Alcsander 
mortnus est.J Part hi, mi prntarit Arsaces, fort i J la ufbeorienti* 
*iu» tocalnr Jlalrim m rc-px'fw? Cowr-ofum (Q/« Hindoo 
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tl jg city of Bulklt, by that name, showing that it 
could not well be identical with Ariaspe, as is by 
some supposed. 

Whatever may have been the country and race 
to which Arsaces belonged) we find him using 
Greek only on his coins, and in his public letters 
and correspondence. There is no other language 
or character found on any coin of known Par- 
thian mintages and type. Some coins indeed, with 
Parthian names and bilingual superscriptions, and 
one of an Arsaces, have recently been discovered 
in Afghanistan, and on them we find the Parthian 
title of king of kings : still, it is doubtful whether 
these are the coins of Parthian kings of kings, or 
of Satraps* who declared their independence, aud 
assumed that lofty title ; and, even if some of them 
be coins of real sovereigns of Parthia, they will 
have been minted locally, to provide a local 
currency for Afghanistan. 

The Arsacidan coins of Parthia proper, have 
ordinarily the sovereign’s head, without any in- 

Koosli) pOBita — Book II , cap II. p. 54 — again in page 189, 
Dc regus stupibus “ Turn hlinB ejus, Arsaces, qm cognonn- 
natus est raagnus, qui Antiocbum occidit, Volarsacem fratrem 
suum Armenia; regem feat, et ab bo secundum consfjlujt Ipse 
aatem, Balham profectus, regno m suum ibi fundavit ac 
Jirjyiterea ^nrqrrenies ems Balhavens^ nominatur,. sicut VnUy 1 - 
sacis fratna sui proles, ab progemtore, Arsacidum noxnen 
inveuit, llh autem sunt reges Jialliavensp' 

N B The Arsaces here referred to, ho set up bis brother 
in Armenia, and established his own sovereignty in Bulkh was 
M it hn dates 1st. 
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scnption on one side , on the other, a sitting 
figure with a bow held out, and the inscription in 
Greek on four sides, forming a square on the face 
of the coin * This inscription has seldom any but 
the family name of Arsace«, with the title BA2IAEY2 
or BA2IAEY2 BASrAE^N, and various epithets, 
MErA2, AIKAI02, EnifcANHZ, EYEPrETHS, 
ZHNIOS 0rSElNIO£,©EO2, NIKATnP,<tIAEAAH 
NOS ©EOriATHP &c all pure Greek, and generally 
m the genitive case Onlj one of the Bilingual 
coins of Afghanistan yet found, Ins the family 
name of Arsaces on it, and all these coins, as we 
shall show hereafter, differ in other respects from 
those of known Arsacidan type It is not easy 
to classify, and assign the Arsacidan coins to the 
known sovereigns of Partin a, for the name Arsaces 
is, as above stated, common to all, and history 
does not tell us which of the race took the particular 
epithets and titles we find on them But we have 
this criterion, that Basilcus onl}, or with such 
epithets as just, illustrious, and other modest titles 
of that hind, will indicate the earliest of the race 
Great king of kings was the title first assumed 

“ Some of \ onones have Jus name on the obverse, m imita 
tion probably of the Homans, amongst whom I c was educated 
one of these is given by Professor ilson for comparison with 
tl o Af(jl an co ns of the same name It lias on the reverse a 
^ 'ctory, instead of the sitting figure with a how and several 
of tl c later Arsacidan kings coined also with a winged 
^ wtorj present ng a rrown, on tl c reverse, which is n device 
we find on tl c A no- Part I an coins Tie ol terse, however, 
of these latter is wi My diflcrmt. 
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l>j Mithndates II t winch Asiatic form must have 
been adopted after tlic conquest and acquisition of 
countries bordering on India, for vc find the 
Mine title on corns of Sc\thian kings, who acquired 
dominion in those regions at the same period, and 
we Ime reason to believe it to be of Indian origin 
There is at the India House n icrj complete 
cabinet of Armenian coins winch was presented to 
the I'ast India Com pan) b) Sir II WillocK, now 
deputy chairman We doubt if an) other Museum 
has one so full It will be seen upon examination 
of the coins that the earliest June on the obverse 
the hclmctcd head of a joungnnn with no inscrip- 
tion at nil , on the rev cr*e, is the fitting figure above 
described, -with a bow, and the simple legend, 
AFSAkOY DASIAQnS Tins com we cannot hesi- 
tate to assign to tho first Arsaccs Next, we have 
the same hclmctcd head, with an inscnption on the 
reverse, bearing tho same sitting figure, APSAkUT 
BA5IAU1X MCTAAOT, winch mi) be of the same 
king, after Ins defeat and capture of Seleucns, an 
exploit entitling him to the epithet Then.nc have 
the same inscription, and rev erse, with a filleted bead 
onthcabvcrsc,linv mg tlic liair full ov er the shoulder*, 
as is usual w ith kings of tins race Next, we hav c a 
similar filleted bead, with a similar reverse, and the 
inscription AFTAAOr BAZIALflZ IXJ&ANOrs 
A fifth a ariety has, with a nearl) similar obverse and 
reverse, the inscription APZ tkOr 'MAOHATPOE 
BA21AU21 METAAOT winch word, Plulopatcr is 
considered by numismatists to denote association 
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w ith the father while living; but history is silent 
as to which of the early Arsacides falls within this 
category. A sixth variety has, on a similar coin in 
other respects, the inscription, AP2AKOT 0EO- 
nPOnOT BASlAEftS METAAOT. If we assign 
these six varieties to the predecessors of Mithri- 
datcs II.*, he w ill be the first crow ned king of kings 
of this race; and, as his reign was one of Arsdcidau 
greatest power and pride, the evidence of coins 
supports and confirms that of history. The early 
coins we have noticed are not mentioned by Vaillant, 
but Mionnet in his great work has supplied the 
omission, and corrected Variant's very arbitrary 
and capricious allotment of coins to kings of this race; 
Visconti and several other foreign numismatists have 
also devoted themselves to this subject, so that 
there is little new or original to be added at this 
day. Nevertheless, Professor Wilson would have 
made his work on Arianian relics more complete, 
by including the series of Arsacidan coins con- 
tained in the cabinet referred to. Perhaps, however, 
the description of them, as of the Sassanian series 
in the same Museum, is reserved for the special 
catalogue of the library and curiosities, which is 
now under preparation. 

We cannot take leas e of this cabinet without 

• Mithndotc® I. is bj some snppo«ed to have called himself 
King of Kings; but the date of the reign of the second of the 
vrrait vs virtnt tunsisteift wiVc the period "oWn V« is Yrtlt: hm. 
assumed in Boclria Ihreratidc*, the cotemponu-y of Millin' 
dale® I., only called himself Great King. 
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noticing especially two coins it contains of Arsaci- 
dan kings, which arc historical, and very peculiar. 
One bears the usual filleted head, with full locks, 
and no inscription on the obverse; but on the 
reverse has a female bust, with prominent Roman 
features, and the superscription ©ErMOTSAS, 
BA2IAIXSA2 0EA2 OTPANIAI. This, of course, 
is a com of Phrahates, who married Thcmuisn, the 
maid (Ancxlla) presented to him by Anthony, and 
who yielded to this queen’s influence so far, as to 
send Ins four other sons ns hostages to Augustus, 
in order to make way for the succession of her son, 
Phrahataces, by whom he was soon after poisoned 
The other peculiar com is of Vonones, of which 
there are ylircc specimens A drawing of it is 
given by Professor Wilson in Plate XV of Ins 
Anana, for comparison with the coins of Vonones, 
found in Afghanistan On one side is the head of 
Vonones, with the simple inscription BAS I ACTS 
ONflNHC in the nominative case, according to 
Roman taste On the reverse is n Victory, with 
the inscription BAZIAETC ONftNHC NEIKHCAC 
APlABANON, thus identifying him as the son of 
Phnliates, invited from Rome, and successful at 
first against Artabanus, but expelled soon after 
The absence of any other coinage of this king con- 
firms wliat Tacitus reports of his short lived power, 
as the inscription does the manner of his accession 
Having premised this, we will now shortly give 
the dynasty of ArsacicHn kings, with a notice of 
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such circumstances as are to be gathered from 
Greek and Roman authors, in respect to each We 
have nowhere a consecutive history of the race or 
country, written with authority from native records, 
or at a period when events were recent, and the 
succession of sovereigns easily traced and ascer 
tamed , but, of course, the notices of Parthia, in the 
classic authors of Greece and Rome, are more fre 
quent than those of Bactna, Ana, and countnes 
farther East, because Parthian kings came more fre 
quently into collision with the sovereigns and 
nations of Europe, and of Western Asia 
n c 254 250 Arsaces I , a native of Bulkh in 
Bactna, revolted from Antioch us Theus, slay- 
ing Agathocles, the Governor of IJartlna In 
241 b c he seized Hyrcama, and feanng inva 
sion, prepared against a combined attack from 
Syna and Bactna, but Theodotus of Bactna 
djung, he entered into a stnct alliance with 
the second Theodotus, and so awaited the 
attack from Syna In 236 b c Seleucus kal 
lin^cus having made peace with Egypt, made 
a first expedition against Parthia, which was 
of little effect- In 230 n c he made a second 
expedition, in winch he at first drove Arsaces 
into Xhunzni, but was afterwards defeated and 
made prisoner b\ tins king, who thereupon 
took the title of Megas Basdeus Arsaces is 
said to have been killed in action with Am 
rathes of Cappadocia, but the date and circum 
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stances aro not known* Sclcucus died by a 
fall from iiis liorsc while returning from bis 
captivity. 

About n c 220. II. An® aces II* Autabanus,'] son 
of tlic last king, continued to oxtend and 
strengthen the Parthian empire, adding Media 
while Antiochus Magnus was at war with 
Egypt. In 212, Antiochus commenced opera- 
tions against Arsaccs, and recovered Media 
Soon after, he drove Arsaccs out of Parthia, 
Icon mg him only Hyreama. In 2 1 0, Antiochus 
captured Syringis, a city of that country ; but 
Arsaccs calling in the Scythians, again made 
• Ytullant quoting Arnan, apud Syncettum , supposes 
A reacts to h^vc been killed in the second year after declaring 
Ins independence, nnd to have been succeeded by his brother, 
Tiridates But wc find nothing of tins m Justm or Strabo, and 
Arsacea’ name would not Imvo been carried down, if his life 
and power had been so little enduring The accession of 
Tiridates, tlic brother, scorns therefore very doubtful Syn- 
cellus was a Byzantine, who lived in the time of Charlemagne 
He cites Arnan, in his Chronology, for Ibe fact, that it was 
Agatliocles, and not Pliereclca, who committed the outrage 
which led to the insurrection , and although it may*thence be 
inferred, that Arrian’s Parthian History was then extant, 
8yncellus does not take any other facts from it, nor refer to it 
in Bupport of Ins assignment of only two j ears for the reign of 
the first Areaces, in opposition to Justin and Strabo It is 
probable that one of tbe brothers died after two jears, but rot 
Arsaccs 

t Yaillant gives the jear 227 n c For that of the accession of 
Artabanus, allowing two years to the first Arsaces, and thirty- 
seven to Tin dates anil following in this lbs Chronological 
tables of Syncellus 
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head Tilth an army of 100,000 men, and in 
203 b c Antioch us made peace will) him, ceding' 
Parthia and Hyrcama in consideration of aid m 
the war against Bactna and Ana Polvbms* 
call* the king opposed to Antiocbm, Artabanns 
but other authorities describe him only as the 
♦second Arsaces, *=on of the founder of the 
dynasty The date of Ins decease is not indi 
cated with any certainty 

b c 196 III Arsa ces Piuapatitjs, or Phriada 
tiu«, sin of the last king "We know of no 
occurrences of this reign, except that it lasted 
fifteen years, was peaceable, and of good re- 
pute, and that the king left three ♦on , all of 
whom reigned, viz^, Phrahates, Mithndates, 
and Arta banes 

b c 1S1 IV Arsices Phbahates I The March 
were reduced in this reign, but it wa 3 short 
and inglorious 

b c 177 V Arsaces Mitiiiudates I The date 
of accession is uncertain Some placing it as 
early as ISO b c n and others as late as 165 b c 
It is of this king that Moses of Chorenc writes, 
that he «ct up his brother in Armenia, and re- 
moved the seat of his own government to 
Bulkli, which he had subdued , all Media and 
Persia, al*o, submitted to him at one time, and 
he captured Bab} Ion In 1-10 n c Demetrius 
Jiicalor attacked Parthia, and being joined by 
man} of the Greek colonists recently subjugated 
bv Muhndates gained some successes, but in a 
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second campaign was made prisoner by trea* 
cliery, according to Justin ( Simula tionc pacts ) 
He was well treated, and married to a daughter 
of the Parthian king, but did not recover Ins 
liberty until released by Phrahates, when 
Partlna was attacked again ten years after by 
Ins brother After the defeat of Demetrius, 
Mithn dates made a successful expedition into 
India He bad previously brought under his 
dominion the greater part of what had formed 
the empire of Ins cotemporory, Eucratides , 
that is, besides "Western Bactna, Aria, Seestan, 
end Arachotia , but Soglidiana was seized by 
the Scythians 

c 139 . VI Ausaccs PnnAiurns II , son of 
Mithndates, succeeded Ins father soon after 
the expedition into India, but the exact date 
is nowhere stated In 131 n c Antioclius 
Sidetes made war on Partlna with much success 
at first, from the same cause that had favored 
Demetrius , that is, the favor of the Greco- 
Bactnans, who were disaffected towards Par 
thia, but in 130 b c he was defeated in a 
great battle and slam Phrahates had called 
m the Scythians to aid in this war , after its 
close, they committed ravages, to punish wlucli, 
Phrahates took the field against them, and was 
slain m action There is reason to believe 
that Bactna was in this reign subjugated en 
tirely by Scythians 

ac 12G VII Ausaces Artabanes, uncle of Phra 
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hateg, and youngest son of Priapatius, suc- 
ceeded, but he too was wounded in an action 
with the Tochari Scythians, and died of the 
wound. 

b-c. 115. VIII. Arsaces Mithridates II., called 
also Great , son of Artabanes, succeeded. He 
gained advantages, and made some settlement 
with the Scythians, and by their aid is sup- 
posed to have been established as nominal 
sovereign over Western Bactria, Aria, and at 
one time as far as the Indus in Southern 
Afghanistan. The Scythians, however, are in 
this reign supposed, under Azes and his suc- 
cessors, to have held dominion in Bulhh and 
Kabool, and thence to have conquered the 
Punjab. The Tochari, Yeutchi, or White 
Huns, were settled under Asian kings in 
Sogdiana, and the mountainous country north 
of the Oxus. In the time of this king a letter 
was addressed to Rome, and ambassadors came 
from Mithridates to Sylla, the Dictator. He 
diqd about 85 n.c. glorios/i scnectute, but the 
date is uncertain. 

n. c. 85. A period of contention and civil war 
followed, and if the kings of kings of Parthian 
race, whose coins are found in Afghanistan, 
of pure Greek type, were a separate dynast}*, 
this will be the period when most probably 
their independence was declared. 

XI. Mnaskires and X. Piir vhates, arc mentioned 
as rivals for the throne of Parthin, but little 
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is known of either. The Scythians increased 
in power during these troubles, and in 77 b.c. 
placed a king on the Parthian throne. 
a. c. 77. XL Ahsaces Sinatrux, or Sanatroikes, 
as written on his coins. The Saharauli 
Scythians placed this king on the throne. A 
letter to him from Mithridates of Pontus is 
preserved in Sallust’s fragments, but it can 
scarcely bo genuine, and seems to he of Roman 
fabrication. His reign was marked by no 
event of note. 

n. c. 67. XII. AnsACE3 Phraiiates III. son of Si- 
natrux, succeeded his father, and soon after 
entered into treaty with Porapey, during the 
war of Rome with Tigranca of Armenia. He 
reigned peaceably for ten years. In 66 n. c. 
his two sons, Orodes and Mithridates, con- 
spired and slew him : then quarrelling for the 
succession, Orodes prevailed, and Mithridates 
sought refuge and succour from Gabinius, 
Pompey’s lieutenant, in Syria. But he being 
called into Egypt, Mithridates iltterapted 
alone to displace Ins brother, but was captured 
and put to death. 

n. c. 55. XIII. AnsACEs Orodes reigned when 
Crassus made his disastrous expedition, and 
was defeated* and. slain by Surenas. Ha aka 
was opposed to Ventidius, the lieutenant of 
Anthony: and his favorite son and heir apparent 
Pakores was defeated and slain by that general 
in in c. 39. Orodes much grieved at the loss, 
d 2 
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nominated another son named Phrahates to 
be his heir, and was by him circumvented 
and slam 

n c 37. XIY. AnsACEs Phrahates A party 
attempted to exclude this son for the parricide, 
but with Scythian aid he established himself, 
and was on the throne when Anthony invaded 
Parthia, and penetrating 300 miles hejond 
the Armenian frontier (the Kur nver), laid 
siege to Praaspa * Failing in the siege, An- 
thony made a disastrous retreat A brother 
and rival of Phrahates, named Tindates, 
sought refuge and succour from Augustus 
Cajaar after Anthony’s death, and Augustus 
using the opportunity, obtained from Phraha- 
tes restoration of the standards taken from 
Crassus, with four sons of the king to reside 
at Rome for education and as hostages A fifth 
son, Phrahataces, by the Italian queen, Ther- 
musa, whose influence had sent away the host- 
ages, conspired against his father, and got nd 
of kim by poison, in the jear 4 A D but lie 
was not allowed to reign 

a d 4 XV Arsaces Orodes II Convulsions 
followed tlie death of Phrahates, and Orodes, 
a son, was setup, whose end war with his 

• Selene n, on the Tigris, wtu the Cap tal in this reign, hut 
when it became so is uncertain Anti onjr declared he would 
treat when I e arrived there, upon which the Parthian Ambas- 
sador, said “ Sooner will hair grow on the palms of these 
hnndi tl an you Lake Sclcocia." 
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parricide brother lasted nearly ten years. 
Orodes was himself put to death for his 
cruelty, about 14 a.d,, and a son of Phrahates, 
was ashed from Rome. 

a.d. 14. XVI. Arsaces Vonones the First,* was 
sent by Tiberius Caesar on the application of 
a party at the capital of Parthia, and gaining 
a victory over Artabanus, was established as 
king in Seleucia. But becoming unpopular 
from his un- Asiatic habits, Artabanus returned 
and expelled him again, wheieupon he retired 
to Armenia, but being expelled thence also, 
died in Syria. 

a. d 18. XVII. Arsaces Artabanus of Media, 
said by Tacitus to be descended, on the mother's 
side only, from Arsaces, and to have been 
educated amongst the Dahce Scythians, was 
set up by them, and though unpopular for his 
cruelty, maintained himself by the same means. 
In a. d 35, Tiberius sent from Rome a second 
son of Phrahates, called by that name, and 
Artabanus was expelled again from^Seleucia, 
and lived for a time in great extremity, in 
the wilds of Hyrcania, but returned and again 
drove out his nval. He died, leaving, accord- 
• Vn.illo.nt in his Chronological Canon at the end of Vol. I, 
says, Vonones was invited in a d 6, bnt in the annals at the 
commencement, a d 14 is the date, and this seems preferable, 
nnd more consistent with both Tacitus and Josephus Pro- 
fessor 'Wilson has given a reign of twenty-four years to this 
king, through the mistake of placing its commencement in 
G d c , instead of 6 a d , which latter date even is not war- 
ranted by authority 
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ing to Josephus, seven sons, Darius, Bardanes, 
Gotaxzes, Orodes, Volageses, Pakores, and Tin- 
dates Of these, according to the same au- 
thor, he nominated Bardanes his successor, 
but according to Tacitus, he was slain by 
his brother Gotarzes, who seized and held 
the throne, until conquered by Bardanes. 
a. d 41. XVIII Arsaces Bardakes This king 
was in alliance with Rome. According to 
Josephus, his brothers yielded the sovereignty 
to him, but other authorities state that he 
overpowered them after a civil war.* His reign 
was glorious, though short According to 
Tacitus, he extended his dominion as far as 

• It is quite impossible to reconcile tie accotfnt given by 
Jocephns with the short bat «eeminglv authoritative notice of 
these two kings, found in Tacitus, Jo«ephns mentions them 
in connection with Izates of Adiabene, who embraced Ju chasm, 
and wascircumci ed, and says that Artabanus, when expelled the 
second tune from Selcucia, took refuge with Izates, and was by 
him restored that dying soon after, he left the throne to Bar 
danes, whose name he writes O x{}xrr c, and that this king 
sought a confederacy with Izates against Rome, which he 
di'approvmg, was threatened in consequence with invasion 
But the Partlnans not disposed to a war with Rome, made 
awa\ -with Bardanes, and set up his brother Gotarzes, who 
also dying soon after, A ologese**, another brother, succeeded, 
and he assigned "Media to his brother Pakores, and Armenia 
to another brother, Tir id rites All this is irreconeileablc with 

the reported glories of Bardanes, in whose court Philoslratus 
places Apollonius Tyonens os a guest /or some years, and makes 
Lim journey with his saf "guard through Baetna to India, and 
as this account of tLe >roj*»ior wa* written in the reign of 
'"f>crus, it show* the recencd notion* of the dar respecting 
B irrlanc- 
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the ri\cr Snide? the bound iry of the country 
of the Dahte, winch we conclude to be to the 
Indus south, and north cist ns fur as Sogh- 
dtaua, then in the possession of the Yeutchi 
Scythians who had overpowered the Dal ire 
He was cut off by treachery while hunting 

» 47 XIX Ausaces Gotauzes (Persian Go 
durz), the next brother then succeeded He 
is declared by Tacitus to have been a worship- 
per of Hercules, supported by Scythian auxi 
banes Claudius, the emperor, gave his coun 
tenance and active support to Mihordates, a 
son of Vonones, the hostage king, hut he 
failed in an attempt on the throne of Partlim, 
and .Gotarzcs died shortly after a natural 
death 

d 49 XX Arsaces Vonones II This reign 
also was short and inglorious The coins 
ONX2NOT, Found in Afghanistan, with the 
title of kiug of kings in the Arian cliarac 
ters and language, as well as in Greek, are 
supposed by some to be of tins fcmg, but 
there is nothing known of Ins reign or cha- 
racter to confirm the supposition He lost his 
throne and life in a contest with Vologeses 
n 52 XXI AnsACEsVoLooESES, son of Gotarzcs, 
a Greek public woman ( pci lex), according 
to Tacitus, succeeded Tins king warred 
with Rome for Armenia and driving out two 
legions, established his brother Tmdates 
there He had a Scythian war also on his 
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bands in Hyrcania, and is supposed by Pro- 
fessor Lassen to bare recovered Kabool and 
Kandabar from tbe Kadpbises racer of Lings, 
being identified by the Professor with the 
Abagasus, whose coins are found in the Kabool 
\ alley, but this seems very doubtful. Volo- 
geses is the Ling who addressed Vespasian 
assuming the title of Ling of Lings, which 
was returned by that Emperor with his own 
name only, “ Vespasian to Arsaces Ling of 
Lings.” The reign was happy and glorious, 
and of some length. 

a.d. 85. XXII. Arsaces Artabanus III. son of 
Vologeses succeeded, but we know little of 
him or of his reign. , 

a.d. 99. XXII. Arsaces Pakores. This reign 
also was long, but marked by no event of note. 
Pakores is declared to have been tbe friend of 
Rome, and ally of Pecebalus,. king of the 
Dad. The coin found of Pakores, with an 
Arian legend, may be of this king, and 
\vouJd show a wide dominion in the East, but 
more probably it is the coin of a Satrap who 
assumed royalty. 

a.d. 115. XXIV. Arsaces Khosroes (Persian 
Khosroo), brother of Pakores succeeded, and 
was the cotemporary of Trajan. He defeated 
that Emperor’s lieutenant Maximus in Meso- 
potamia, whereupon Trajan, fitting out a large 
army, and building boats on the Euphrates, 
conquered the entire valley of that rher, and of 
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tlie Tigris also to tlie 6cn, and set up in Scleucin 
on tlie Tigris, nnotlicr Parthian king, called 
by Roman authors Parthnnnspntis. On Tra- 
jan’s death, Khosroe9 recovered Mesopotamia, 
and Adrian granted a peace ceding all the 
country cast of the Euphrates. This reign also 
was long. 

a.d. ICO. XXV. A ns aces Vo log eses, the eldest 
son of Khosroes succeeded. He made peace 
and an alliance with the Alani, and cut off 
the Roman legions stationed in Armenia. But 
the Roman generals, Priscus and Cassius 
retrieved affairs in that province, and carrying 
the war into Persia, captured Babylon and 
Selcncia, in the time of Veras and Antoninus. 
The last-named granted a peace after the death 
of Verus. 

a.d, 195. XXVI. AnsACEs Volooeses HI., son of 
Sinatrux, brother of the last king succeeded. 
This was the king opposed to Sevcrus when 
he invaded Mesopotamia, and took Ctcsiphon. 
He was afterwards involved in a civil war 
with Artabanus, during which he died a na- 
tural death. 

a. d. 215. XXVII. AnsACE^AnTABANUs becoming 
sole king, was involved in a war with Rome ; 
and Caracalla, soliciting his daughter in mar- 
riage, plotted to take 1dm prisoner, or to cut 
him off at a conference. Many Parthian 
nobles were sacrificed, but Artabanus escaping, 
commenced a war of revenge, in which lie 
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hands in Hyrcania, and is supposed by Pro- 
fessoT Lassen to have recovered Kabool and 
Kandahar from the Kadphises race* of kings, 
being identified by the Professor with the 
Abagasus, whose coins are found in the Kabool 
valley, but this seems very doubtful. Volo- 
geses is the king who addressed Vespasian 
assuming the title of king of kings, which 
was returned by that Emperor with his own 
name only, “Vespasian to Arsaces king of 
kings.” The reign was happy and glorious, 
and of some length. 

a.d. 85. XXII. Arsaces Artabanus HI. son of 
Vologeses succeeded, but we know little of 
him or of bis reign. „ 

a.d. 99. XXII. Arsaces Pakores. This Teign 
also was long, but marked by no event of note. 
Pakores is declared to have been the friend of 
Rome, and ally of Pecebalus,. king of the 
Daci. Hie coin found of Pakores, with an 
Arian legend, may be of this king, and 
woujd show a wide dominion in the East, but 
more probably it is the coin of a Satrap vv ho 
assumed royalty. 

a.d. 115. XXIV. Arsaces Khosroes (Persian 
Khosroo), brother of Pakores succeeded, and 
was the cotemporary of Trajan. He defeated 
that Emperor’s lieutenant Maximus in Meso- 
potamia, whereupon Trajan, fitting out a large 
army, and building boats on the Euphrates, 
conquered the entire valley of that river, and of 
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tlie Tigris also to the sea, and ect up m Seleucia 
on the Tigris, another Parthian king, called 
by Roman authors Partlmnaspatis. On Tra- 
jan’s death, Khosroes recovered Mesopotamia, 
and Adrian granted a peace ceding all the 
country cast of the Euphrates. This reign also 
was long. 

a.d. ICO. XXV. A nsAccs Volooeses, the eldest 
son of Khosroes succeeded. lie made peace 
and an alliance with the Alani, and cut off 
the Roman legions stationed in Armenia. But 
the Roman generals, Priscus nnd Cassius 
retrieved affairs in that province, and carrying 
the war into Persia, captured Babylon and 
Selcucja, in the time of Verus and Antoninus. 
The last-named granted a peace after the death 
of Verus. 

a.d 105. XXVI. Aksaces Volooeses III., son of 
Sinatrux, brother of the last king succeeded. 
This was the king opposed to Sevcrtis whe’ 
he invaded Mesopotamia, ami took Ctesiplion 
He was afterwards involved in a civil war 
with Artabanus, during which he died a na 
tural death. 


11. 215 . XXVII. An U0^A BTABAma b 
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hands in Hyrcania, and is supposed by Pro- 
fessor Lassen to have recovered Kabool and 
Kandahar from the Kadphises race' of kings, 
being identified by the Professor with the 
Abagasus, whose coins are found in the Kabool 
valley, but this seems very doubtful. Volo- 
geses is the king who addressed Vespasian 
assuming the title of king of kings, which 
was returned by that Emperor with his own 
name only, “ Vespasian to Arsaces king of 
kings.” The reign was happy and glorious, 
and of some length. 

a.d. 85. XXII. Arsaces Artadanus III. son of 
Vologeses succeeded, but we know little of 
him or of his reign. * 

a.d. 99. XXII. Arsaces Pakores. This reign 
also was long, but marked by no event of note. 
Pakores is declared to have been the friend of 
Rome, and ally of Decebalus,. king of the 
Daci. The coin found of Pakores, with an 
Arian legend, may be of this king, and 
wou|d show a wide dominion in the East, but 
more probably it is the coin of a Satrap who 
assumed royalty. 

a.d. 115. XXIV. Arsaces Knosnoes (Persian 
Khosroo), brother of Pakores succeeded, and 
was the cotemporary of Trajan. lie defeated 
that Emperor’s lieutenant Maximus in Meso- 
potamia, whereupon Trajan, fitting out a large 
army, and building boats on the Euphrates, 
conquered the entire % alley of that m cr, and of 



41 


„ • w rnttereu.Mll setup in Sclcuci.i 

C TIotJbH'”"' P*« tap&. On T»- 
Ws Sen*, S®™* ™«v«ri Mo»prtnn>«, 

U M*a B™** » P racc 

countt, »Utl.e Euptato. T* **» *> 

was long- , , 
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the Roman generals, Prisons and Caains 
retrieved affairs io that province, and carrric" 
the war into Persia, captured BahrJpn and 
Sdcuoia, in the time of Veras and Antoaincs, 
The last-named granted a peace after the death 
of Vena. 
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hands in Ilyrcania, and is supposed by Pro- 
fessor Lassen to have recovered Kabool and 
Kandahar from the Kad pluses race of kings, 
being identified by the Professor with the 
Abagasus, whose coins are found in the Kabool 
valley, but this seems very doubtful. Volo- 
geses is the Ling who addressed Vespasian 
assuming the title of king of kings, which 
was returned by that Emperor with his own 
name only, “Vespasian to Arsaces king of 
kings.” The reign was happy and glorious, 
and of some length. 

a.d. 85. XXII. Arsaces Artabands III. son of 
Vologeses succeeded, but we know little of 
him or of his reign. „ 

a.». 99. XXII. Arsaces Pakores. This reign 
also was long, but marked by no event of note. 
Pakores is declared to have been the friend of 
Rome, and ally of Decebalus,. king of the 
Daci. The coin found of Pakores, with an 
Arian legend, may be of this king, and 
woujd show a wide dominion in the East, but 
more probably it is the coin of a Satrap who 
assumed royalty. 

a.d. 115. XXIV. Arsaces Khosroes (Persian 
Khosroo), brother of Pakores succeeded, and 
was the cotemporary of Trajan. He defeated 
that Emperor’s lieutenant Maximus in Meso- 
potamia, whereupon Trajan, fitting out a large 
army, and building boats on the Euphrates, 
conquered the entire valley of that river, and of 



rnOM BACTMAN COINS, &.C 


41 


tlie Tigris also to the 6ea, and set up in Seleucia 
on the Tigris, another Parthian king, called 
by Homan authors Parthannspntis On Trn 
jan's death, Khosroes recovered Mesopotamia, 
and Adrian granted a pc ice ceding all the 
country east of the Euphrates This reign also 
was long 

ad 160 XXV AnsAcns Volooeses, the eldest 
son of Khosroes succeeded He made peace 
and an alliance with the Alam, and cut off 
the Roman legions stationed in Armenia But 
the Roman generals, Pnscus and Cassius 
retrieved affairs in that province, and carrying 
the war into Persia, captured Babylon and 
Seleucya, in the time of Verus and Antoninus 
The last named granted a peace after the death 
of Verus 

a v 105 XXVI Arsaces Yologeses III , son of 
Sinatrux, brother of the last king succeeded 
This was the king opposed to Severus when 
he invaded Mesopotamia, and took Ctesiphon 
He \\ as afterwards involved in a c^vil war 
w lth Artabauus, (luring winch he died a na 
tural death 

a n 215 XXVII Arsaces Artabanus becoming 
sole king, was involved in a war with Rome , 
and Caracalla, soliciting his daughter m m&r- 
nage, plotted to take him prisoner, or to out 
him off at a conference Many Partlnau 
nobles were sacrificed, but Artabanus escaping, 
commenced a war of revenge, in which he 
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made great raxngc, and being opposed b} 
Mncrmus, a drawn battle of an entire da} 
was fought, with great slaughter on both sides 
Artabanus preparing to recommence the battle 
next daj t was informed of the death of his 
cnem} Caracalla, and obtained from Mncrmus 
some concessions which put an end to the war 
Ardeshur Babahan, or Artaxcrxcs, was n distin 
guishcd officer of the Parthian army, and an 
object of jealous} in consequence He was 
slighted, and revolted, and after three severe 
battles, conquered and slew Artabanus, sub 
xerting the Arsacidan dynasty, and establish 
mg his own, that of the Sessanuns in 235 
n c , his last victory was gamed, at Bulkh, 
and he was there crowned, according to Per 
sian authority 

Thus closed the Greco Parthian dominion in 
Central Asia after a continuance of x ery nearly 500 
years The capital in the time of the Oesars was 
at Seleucia on the Tigris, and the removal from 
the original territory of Musliud and Toos was most 
probably compulsory, in consequence of the grow 
ing power and encroachments of the Sc} thians It 

must at any rate hax e weakened the hold of this 
race of kings upon their eastern provinces The 
system of go's eminent was purel} Asiatic , that is 
by subordinate satraps or sovereigns each pos 
sessrag fall and absolute authority oxer the persons 
and properties of all the subjects of the state Bear 
ing this in mind, we haxe the less reason to wonder 
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at finding Partisans asserting independence and 
coining with arrogant titles in Afghanistan ; of 
tliis, however, more hereafter. 

We have deemed it necessary to premise this 
brief summary of the history of Parthia, during its 
transition bach from Hellenism to a purely Asiatic 
sovereignty, and condition of society, because with- 
out continual reference to its position and relations 
with the countries bordering on it, the condition of 
Bactria, Aria, and of Kabool, i. e., the country of 
the Kophenes river, would scarcely be intelligible. 

We shall now put together what the learning 
and research of western scholars have extracted 
from ancient authors, and from modern discoveries, 
in respect tg those more distant regions ; and here 
we have to remark, that amongst cotempoTary wri- 
ters on this subject, Professor Lassen* only has 
endeavoured to generalize the data, and to classify 
the kings, whoso names have come to light, syste- 
matically by dynasties. Others have been content 
to treat the subject more strictly numismatically, 
and to discuss the coins rather than the historical 
probabilities connected with the names they bear, 
and Professor Wilson, especially, has preferred that 
course. There is undoubtedly in Professor Lassen’s 
method something very national and German ; lie 
handles baldly Into the aide ocean of conjecture 
to supply deficiencies in his information, and builds 
theories regarding his dynasties, nations, and races, 

* Zvr GpscJmcIjI e dcr CJrccljisclien Konigc in Bactrcen, by 
Christian Las-en. Botin, 1838. (Tran*late\l in Calcutta, 1840.) 
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without any very substantial stratum of authorita- 
tive facts for a foundation, and vith materials 
quarried often in the imagination. The course of 
our English professor is the safer for the critic, and 
may on that account have more lasting value. He 
lias ordinarily the support of Mionnet, Visconti, 
P. Rocliette, and other eminent numismatists, for 
the inferences he draws, and assigns dates to the 
different kings, of whom no mention is made in 
history, upon evidence afforded by the coins in 
their execution, or through some similarity of 
emblems and symbols with those of other coun- 
tries, or with one another 

We confess, however, that we incline to adopt 
many of Professor Lassen’s speculations, theoretical 
as they are, and think the plan of systematic 
arrangement which he has adopted far preferable 
for the general reader We shall proceed, there- 
fore, to explain the principles of his classification, 
noticing the principal differences of opinion between 
him and Professor Wilson, and adding, with the in- 
formation brought to light since the works of both 
Professors were written, a theory of our own, in 
respect to one of the Scythian dynasties, resus- 
citated by these discoveries 

Professor Lassen, using as landmarks those kings, 
whose names he finds mentioned in ancient authors 
with any circumstances to connect them with par- 
ticular regions,, or with settled dates and known 
events, arranges the new kings, whose coins have 
been recently discovered, on the following principles. 
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which, whether original or borrowed from preceding 
antiquarians, are at least rational, and command 
assent 

First, one or two coins only have yet been found 
of Theodotus, but these, as well as the coins of 
Euthydemus, and of Demetrius, the known earliest 
kings of Bactna and Anana, resemble the coins of 
the Seleucidse, or Greco Syrian kings , they are of 
excellent workmanship, with fine heads on the ob- 
verse,and some mythological emblem on the reverse, 
and with superscriptions generally confined to the 
latter side, in the Greek language only Such being 
the character of the earliest coins, any similar that 
have been, or may be found, with new Greek 
names and .simple titles can, it is assumed, belong 
only to the same race and penod Coins of 
Hehocles, Antimachus, Agathocles, and Eucratides, 
have been discovered, answering precisely to this 
description , but there is this difference, that of all 
these kings, there are also coins with bilingual 
inscriptions, whereas, of the earliest kings, there are 
none yet found that arc not purely and exclusively 
Greek These kings, therefore, or some of them, 
the two last named supposed the earliest, taking up 
the coinage from their predecessors, tn the pro 
Vinces which used Greek only, may fairly be pre- 
sumed to have made the change during their reigns, 
by introducing the new language, also, where it was 
vernacular, which must have been in some part of 
their dominions Their reigns, too, must, it is 
assumed, have preceded those of kings, of whom 
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none but bilingual coins exist, unless the latter held 
dominion m different territories The new language 
we find called Arian, Amman, Bactnan, and Kaboo- 
lian(wc prefer the first of these name*), according to 
the supposed locality of its natn e use All the kings 
who adopted it for their coins place it onty on the re- 
verse, reserving the original Greek for the ob\er*e, 
with the bead or bust Eucratides is a known 
king, cotemporary with Mithndates I of Parthia , 
the others above named are new of them more 
hereafter 

Secondly There are coins with Greek insenp 
tions onl}, of inferior workmanship, and with Bar- 
barian names, some of these have pure Greek 
titles, as 2HTHP, M ETAS, AIKA102, See , and some 
have both barbarian names and titles All the«e 
Professor Lassen ascribes to Scjthnn dynasties 
who are known to have overrun Soghdiana and Bac 
tna in the second century before our era, and sub- 
sequently to have established themselves m Afghan 
istan The coins of this description of different 
types b e assigns to different races and periods of 
this Scythian dominion, and, in doing so, is com 
pelled to deal largely with theory and conjecture, 
seeking supports from Chinese and Mongolian 
sources, as well as from classic authors 

Thirdly By far the largest number of the new 
coins found are bilingual, of excellent workmanship 
Many have fine Greek heads, with plain insenp 
,ons on one side, and on the other *ome type from 
Jrecian mjthologj, as Jupiter, Minerva, Hercules, 
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or the Dioscun (Castor and Pollux) Some have 
p horseman on tlio obverse, or a Victory with 
wings, or an elephant, or a Bactrian camel, and 
some have on the reverse a device of this descrip- 
tion, and some on both sides, but the bugs’ names 
are in pure Greek, the inscriptions plain, and the 
strange language on the reverse having been de- 
cyphcred, by using the names as a key to the 
alphabet, proves to be Sanscrit, or Pracrit, the 
vernacular form of Sanscrit, written semitically 
from right to left These bilingual coins, like the 
pure Greek coins, are of several races of kings Of 
some both names and titles are pure Greek, with 
Anan words, exactly corresponding , of some, the 
names are .Parthian, and titles Greek, with Anan 
inscriptions, not exactly corresponding , of others, 
again, the names are barbarian, but titles Greek, 
and exactly translated into Arian But there is a 
fourth class, with baTbanan names and titles m 
scarcely legible Greek characters, and with Anan 
inscriptions, not corresponding, and not decypher- 
able, or rather not yet dccyphcrcd .AJ1 these 
belong, of course, to different races and dynasties, 
and the perspicacity of the critic is shown m the 
arrangement and classification of the names by 
these criteria 

Fourthly There is again another class of coins 
of copper, and roughly executed, with Greek in- 
scriptions and names on one side, and on the other 
the kings’ name, only without any title, in ancient 
Sanscrit characters, exactly corresponding with 
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those of Asoka’s inscriptions on the rocks of Girnar 
and Cuttack, and on the pillars of Dehh, Bhitari, 
and Allahabad Only two kings, Agathocles and 
Pantaleon, are yet known to have coined money 
with such inscriptions, and the former coined 
also with Greek inscriptions only 

Professor Lassen argues, with great apparent 
reason, that, as we find pure Greek to be carried 
on through Scythian dynasties, and the first 
use of Arian inscriptions to be by Greeks, and 
not by Scythians, the new language is not of 
Scythian origin and further, that it was not m 
use in the regions of this particular Greco 
Scythian coinage, that is, in Bactna and Sogh- 
diaoa, the known Greek kings of wlich, Theo 
dotus, Euthydemus, &c , coined only Greek, like 
these Scythians Further, because the language, 
so far as it has yet been decyphered, proves to be 
Sanscrit, though written from right to left, he as- 
signs it to the Kabool valley and the Paropamisus,* 
which are known to have been peopled from India 
before /he expedition of Alexander The coins, 
with Sanscrit characters of the age of Asoka, lie 
assigns to the country immediately bordering on 
the Indus, and to a period earlier than that of the 
adoption of the An an language A peculiar value 

* The Paropamisns being peopled from India, may liave 
received ita alphabet from Assyria which would account for 
the language being of Sanscrit, and the alphabet of eemit c 
ongm In the tombs of Tuscan kings Greek has been found 
written in the same manner 
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will attach to the bilingual Arnn coins, if, through 
them, we succeed m completely discovering the 
language, of which they are the hej , and so obtain, 
from inscriptions on rocks and relics, substantial 
evidence of dates and circumstances connected with 
the dynasties which used it The late Mr James 
Prinsep, whose perspicacity and labonous study 
had previously restored the language of the Indian 
kings we read of as corresponding and making 
treaties with Seleucus and Antioclius has the prin- 
cipal merit of using the names found upon these 
coins, as a key for the discovery of the Anan 
alphabet, and of carrying it further into the titles, 
by which the kings who adopted the bilingual form 
of coinage chose to distinguish themselves, but in 
these researches he had several competitors, and in 
the assignment of values to letters, as well as in the 
ascertainment of the proper reading of the epithets 
and titles, he was sometimes as we have before 
stated, riv ailed, if not anticipated, by the learned of 
Europe Much as has been done, how ev er, in this 
particular line, we shall not think thit discovery 
lias reached its limit until the inscriptions found 
in Arian characters upon rocks, and on the relics 
of topes and tumuli, are also deciphered , for it is 
through them only that we can hope to obtain a 
trustworthy historical record, to confute, or confirm, 
the conjectures which, at present, are our only 
guide in the daik obscuntj produced by the indif 
fcrcncc and neglect of western writers The hten 
turc of ancient India has been searched m \nm for 
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facts and circumstances to illustrate this period 
Sanscrit boohs are yet more destitute of historical 
notices, than tho*e of classic Europe A raj of 
doubtful light i s , however, cast on the period 
bj Chinese ln«tonans, and Profe«or Lassen has 
made good u c e of the* 5 © authorities in the illustra- 
tion of his theory of Scythian ascendancy but it 
is only a lightening glimmer that we deme from 
that source, and it may prove deceitful in tli“ 
deductions and inferences to which he has applied it 
Having noticed that the arrangement of the new 
kings, and the assignment of dates and territories 
to them, are built mainly on the varieties of the 
coins above briefly stated, we shall now follow 
Professors Las en aud "Wilson through .their chro 
nological classi 6 cation, and apply it to the known 
hi 'tor) of tins part of Asia 

n c 25G The first Tiieodotus, or Diodotus, on 
whose coins we find the simple inscription, 
A IOAOTOY BAZIALfiX is declared by Greek 
and Latin historians to hate inserted his wdc 
pcndence at the «yiine time that, or a little 
before, Arsaces revolted in Parthia If Strabo 
is to be believed, who sajs that Ar»aces fled 
from Bulkh to Parthia, because the nvaJ fac 
Uon of Tiieodotus prevailed there, the revolt 
of Bactna maj ba\e been *tome jears ante- 
cedent The reign of Tiieodotus continued 
untif after Arsaces had conquered 1 ffjrcama 
for the latter then feared a confeder-icj of 
the Bactnan with the Syrian king, he was 
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however, relieved from this fear by the death 
of Theodotus, and*thereupon entered into strict 
alliance with his son and successor of thesame 
name ; from this circumstance we are led to a 
conclusion as to the date of his' decease. 
d. c. 240. Theodotus II. We have no certain 
knowledge of the character, actions, or fate 
of this king, nor do the few coins yet found 
afford any means of distinguishing between 
the father and son. The extent of their 
dominion is also uncertain. It is said, in- 
deed, that the other Greek colonies of the 
further Asia, followed the example set by 
Bactria and Parthin : but whether Aria, 
Arachfltia, and the Paropamisus, including 
Kophen, or the Kabool valley, ranged them- 
selves under Theodotus, or chose their sepa- 
rate kings, is nowhere stated. We con- 
clude that Theodotus held dominion over all 
the countries east of Parthin, because the 
name of no other revolting sovereign is any- 
where mentioned, and wc know thaf Arsa- 
ecs I. had only Parthia and Hyrcan’a. 
b.c. 220. Eutiiydemus. The coins have BASI- 
AE&2 EYOYAIIMOY* on the reverse only, 
with a Hercules standing, or sitting. The 
only other reverse type is the wild horse 
of Bactria, with the same inscription. This 
king wc find established at the time of the 
expedition of Antiochus the Great, which was 

• Sec plate, No. 1. 

E 2 
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undertaken in b.c. 212. He does not appear 
to have assisted in that Ling’s war with 
Arsaces, but after the peace between them, he 
met in battle the united Syrian and Parthian 
forces, and was defeated. The battle must 
have been fought near Merv, where the 
ancient Antiochia is supposed to have stood. 
Enthydemus fled after it to Ariaspe. The 
situation of Hazarasp, across the desert, is 
precisely that to which, after such a defeat, 
the Bactrian Ling might be expected to re- 
tire.* Euthydemus had there the desert 
between him and the conquerors, w ith Sogh- 
diana and the Scythians for a resource in his 
rear. His appeal from that place is said to 
have had great weight with Antioclms. He 
represented, that it was not lie that had 
revolted from Syria; but, on the contrary, he 
had overpowered and displaced the family 
that was guilty of that act. That he person- 
ally, therefore, was entitled to favour rather 
thliu enmity. On the other hand, that it was 
for the interest of Antioclms as a Greek to 
strengthen nnd support, instead of weakening 
him, for that it was as much as the Greeks 
could do, to maintain themselves against the 
Scjtluans who had been called in by Arsaces. 
That by receiving him into alliance, Antioclms 


• Strabo lluit Arsaces B«1 in the same direction when 
hard prr«««l by Seleuctu Callmicus, amt was received and 
assisted hr the Chorasmeni or tribes of Klismxrn 
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might restore the Greek dominion over the 
whole country held by the first Seleucus, 
that is to the Indus, which, if he wasted his 
resources in a Bactnan war, he would lose the 
opportunity of doing These arguments, 
urged appropriately by the son of Eulhydcmus, 
Demetrius, a handsome youth, who found 
immediate fat our, prevailed with Antiochus 
and Euthydcmus, obtaining favourable terms, 
led the Syrian army through Bactria, that is, 
by the route north of the mountains to the 
Kabool vallej , and across the Indus, in b c. 
206 There Antiochus made the peace with 
Sophagasenus (Asoka), which we find re- 
ferred to in the edicts of that sovereign, 
gazetted by inscription on rocks and pillars 
in various parts of India, in characters exactly 
resembling those on the coins of Agatliocles * 
In b c 205, Antiochus returned by Arachotia 
and Karmania, that is, by the route followed 
by Craterus when Alexander returned We do 
not find that he met any where with difficulty 
or resistance on the contrary , it is evident that 
the Greek colonists of this region regarded 
with satisfaction the advent of an army and 
king of their own race, and derived strength 
anii rntfteustA ■'itAYiurfty frum Vnurr passage 

* See the translation of these edicts m the journals of the 
Asiatic Society for March, 1833 by James Pnnsep That 
on the Girn&r rock specifically names Antiochus [Antiochxa 
yona Raja), os engaged to u'e las influence to prevent the 

slnuMitcr of ' il« 
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ticccntis militibus sexaginta millia hostium 
assiduis cruptionibus vicit. Quinta itnquc 
mcnsc libcratus, Indiam in potcstate redegit. 
Unde quum sc rccipcret, a filio, quem socinm 
regni fecerat, in itinere interficitur ; qui, 
non dissimulate parricidio, vcluti liostem non 
patrem intcrfecisset, ct per sanguinem cjus 
cuTrum egit, rt corpus abjici insepultum 
jussit.” 

b.c. 178. Eukratides. Notwithstanding the above 
direct evidence to the coteraporary accession 
of Eucratides and Mithridates, there is much 
diversity of opinion as to the precise date of 
both events. Bayer gives 181 n c. and he is 
followed by Professor Wilson, Visconti 165 
b. c., and Professor Lassen takes the mean of 
these two, 175 b.c. which brings the date close 
to that we have assigned to the Parthian king, 
whom, however, there is no ground svhatever 
for considering to be the elder of the two. 
Professor Lassen allows ten years for the wars 
with Demetrius, which wore out Eucratides, 
and supposes him to have finally triumphed 
about the year 165 b c. then to have made 
a separate expedition into India, upon return 
from which he was murdered by his son. The 
words of Justin, and liis designation of king 
of the Indians, applied to Demetrius, lead to 
the inference, that this siege was endured du- 
ring operations in that direction. But the 
country of the Indians included Kabool and 
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tliL Paropamisus, and much territory also to 
the west of tlie Indus river, towards Arachotia, 
the expression, therefore, leads to nothing con- 
clusive Strabo adds to these particulars ob- 
tained from Justin, the cession of some pro 
vinces of western Bactria to Muhndates by 
Eucratides during his difficulties, and con 
firms the reported manner of Ins death upon 
return from India, and this is all we find m 
history about tins great king 
The corns* of Eucratides disco\erecI in Bactria 
and Afghanistan are very numerous, and the 
types and devices are various, betokening a 
loug and eveutful reiga We liuve some ex- 
actly like the coins of Demetrius and Euthy 
demus, with a filletted head only on one side, 
and the Greek inscription on the reverse, with 
an Apollo In these Eucratides is simply styled 
kmg,BASlAEft2 ETKPATIAOY Others have 
a helmeted head on the obverse, without any 
inscription, and the Dioscuri mounted on the 
reverse, with the inscription in Greek, BA2I 
A1XIS MEFAAOY 1 YKPATIAOY T his de 
vice of the Dioscuri, on their caps, is by far 
the most common of those found upon the 
coins of Eucratides, and is nearly universal 
when the head is helmeted "f Again, we hate 
the same helmeted head with the Greek in- 
• See Plate I 

t Not quite universal Sec two coins m tl ie supplemental 
plate of It ilson a Ariana Antiqua 
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of the Paropamisus, or in Kabool, and that 
Eucratules, then first of all the Greeks, corned 
with tlic bilingual Arian inscription Profes- 
sor Lassen, indeed, supposes Agathocles to 
have been his cotemporary, and to have risen 
with him on the death of Euthydemus, esta 
Wishing himself in Kabool, and in the hills to 
the Indus, with possessions across the Hindoo 
Koosh, as far as the Oxus, and holding them 
until overpowered and driven out by Eucra- 
tides In this case, the priority of bilingual 
coinage in this region must be assigned to 
Agathocles But the second language of Aga 
thocles was Sanscrit, of the character used by 
Asoka / not Anan, as on the coins of Eucra- 
tides , on w Inch account, it seems not impro 
bable, that Agathocles may hai e been left by 
Ant/iochus, as governor in Kabool, consequently 
upon the cession of some part of that territory 
by Asoka, the dominion of Lutliydemus, being 
confined to the country north of the Hindoo 
Koosh This, however, is only conjectural 
The passage cited from Justin, which speaks of 
many wars waged successfully by Eucratides, 
bears out the inference that he overpowered 
Agathocles On the other hand, the profusion 
in which WiinguA coins of Sucratiies have 
been discovered in various localities, joined 
to the comparative rarity of Greek coins, 
with the simple title of king, seems to justify 
the further inference, tint Eucratidis obtained 
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scription round it, and with an Arian inscrip- 
tion round the Dioscuri on the obverse, and 
this commonly on square coins, the words in 
Arian being llTaharajasa JSfahatasa JZuhra- 
tidasa. There is, however, one very peculiar 
coin,* a tetradrachme, with the head of Eucra* 
tides on the obverse* and the words EYKPA- 
TIAHS BA2IAET2 MErAS in the nominative 
case, while on the reverse there are two heads, 
male and female, with then ords HAIOKAEOYE 
KAI AAOAIKH2. Professor Wilson considers 
this to be a coin of Heliocles, because of this 
genitive case ; but much the more natural 
construction seems to be, that Y102 is to be 
understood, and that the reverse gives the 
names of the king’s father and mother, neither 
of whose heads, be it observed, is filletted, to 
denote royalty, and to neither name is there 
• any title or epithet. 

We deduce the following circumstances from these 
coins. First. That Eucratides ruled origi- 
nally in Bactria, succeeding Euthjdemus 
there, as supposed by Professor Lassen ; for we 
bate only pure Greek coins without the title 
of great king, whereas the Arian inscription 
is no or found without this more ambitious 
title Secondly. That this title of great king 
can onl} June been assumed after, and, perhaps 
consequently upon, conquests in, and south 

* See Journal of Asiatic Society for Jnlj, 183S, jnj-efiSdj 

ol»o ilic additional plate in Professor IViNonV Armna Antxjna- 
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of tlie Paropamisus, or in Kabool, and that 
Eucratides, then first of all the Greeks, coined 
with the bilingual Arian inscription. Profes- 
sor Lassen, indeed, supposes Agathocles to 
have been his cotemporary, and to have risen 
with him on the death of Euthydemus, esta- 
blishing himself in Kabool, and in the hills to 
the Indus, with possessions across the Hindoo 
Koosli, us far as the Oxus, and holding them 
until overpowered and driven out by Eucra- 
tidcs. In this case, the priority of bilingual 
coinage in this region must be assigned to 
Agathocles. But the second language of Aga- 
thocles was Sanscrit, of the character used by 
Asohaf not Arian, as on the coins of Eucra- 
tides ; on which account, it 9eems not impro- 
bable, that Agathocles may have been left by 
Antiochus, as governor in Kabool, consequently 
upon the cession of some part of that territory 
by Asoha, the dominion of Euthydemus, being 
confined to the country north of the Hindoo 
Koosli. This, however, is only conjectural. 

The passage cited from Justin, which speaks of 
many wars w aged successfully by Eucratides, 
bears out the inference that he overpowered 
Agathocles. On the other hand, the profusion 
in which bilingual coins of Eucratides have 
been discovered in various localities, joined 
to the comparative rarity of Greek coins 
with the simple title of ling-, seems to justify 
the further inference, that Eucratides obtained 



PROM BACTRIAN COINS, &C. 


61 


father’s name, Eueratides, but Professor Lassen, 
following Mionnct, thinks Ileliocles the most 
probable of the kings yet discovered to have 
been this son, and Professor Wilson adopts the 
same conclusion, giving 147 b.c. for the date 
ofliis violent accession. The assumption of the 
title AIKAIOY by Heliocles, is no obstacle, and 
if our interpretation of the double-headed coin 
be correct, there is the Grecian, as well as the 
Asiatic custom, of naming after the grand- 
father, in favor of this supposition. The coins* 
of Heliocles are found both pure Greek, and 
bilingual, which is against the supposition of 
their being coins of the father of Eueratides ; 
but not so of the son, whose government, 
though short, will have extended, like that of 
his father, Loth over Bactria and the Paropa- 
tnisus, where the Arian language \va3 ver- 
nacular. 

d. c. 150. Antimacuus ANTIMAXOY EASIAEflS, 
also ANTIMAXOY BASIAEflE ©EOT, and 
BAEIAEns NIKHOOPOT. The figure on the 
reverse of the plain Greek coins is supposed 
to be a Neptune, but this seems very doubtful. 
Assuming Eueratides to have reigned “35 years, 
from 175 u. c. (Professor Lassen’s date for liis 
accession), ins death will have occurred in 150 
d. c. The Professor, however, gives ln'm a reign 
of 15 years only, ending iu 1G0 b.c. Dr. 


Plate, No. II. 
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Kabool and the Paropamisus at an early period; 
and further, that he must have driven Deme- 
trius into India, and ruled Ariana, or Afghan- 
istan, as well as Bactria and Kabool, some 
time before the war in which lie endured the 
siege of five months, described by Justin, and 
ultimately overpowered and destroyed his rival. 
Then, at last, he conquered or recovered India, 
re-annexing it to his Bactrian and Arianian 
dominions, and so became sole ling over the 
entire territory from Parthia to the Indus, 
including the Punjab and Sindh, but uas 
not so for any long period ; for all authorities 
concur in declaring Eucratides to have met 
his death from the hand of his son, when ou 
his march in return from this Indian expe- 
dition. No author, however, mentions either 
the son’s name, or any circumstances that can 
he used to assist in determining the date of 
this occurrence. Justin declares the son to 
have been associated with his father on the 
throne, hut have yet lighted on no coin* 
to support, or give evidence of such an asso- 
ciation ; for the double-headed coin, n Inch 
might ^eem to implj' this has no fillet or 
roj al insignia, nor title of king, even, for the 
head on the rc\crse. 

n c. 155. Hnuocixs — HA 1 OKA HOTS D \3IAKfl£ 
AIKAIOT. The parricide «iccc««or of Eucra- 
tidcs is by some supposed to have borne his 
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Father's name, Eucratides, but Professor Lassen, 
following Mlonnet, thinks Ileliocles the most 
probable of the kings yet discovered to have 
been this son, and Professor Wilson adopts the 
same conclusion, giving 147 n.c. for the date 
of his violent accession. The assumption of the 
title AIKAIOY bj r Heliocles, is no obstacle, and 
if our interpretation of the double-headed coin 
be correct, there is the Grecian, as well as the 
Asiatic custom, of naming after the grand- 
father, in favor of this supposition. The coins* 
of Heliocles are found both pure Greek, and 
bilingual, which is against the supposition of 
their being coins of the father of Eucratides ; 
but not so of the son, whose government, 
though short, will have extended, like that of 
his father, both over Bactria and the Paropa- 
misus, where the Arian language was ver- 
nacular. 

n. c. 150. Antimachds ANTIMAXOY BASIAEflS, 
also ANTIMAXOT BASIAE112 ©EOT, and 
BASIAEnx NIKH^OPOT. Thefiguje on the 
reverse of the plain Greek coins is supposed 
to be a Neptune, but this seems very doubtful. 
Assuming Eucratides to have reigned *25 years, 
from 175 a. c. (Professor Lassen's date for Ms 
accession), bis death will have occurred in 150 
d. c. The Professor, how ever, gives him a reign 
of 15 years only, ending in 160 n.c. Dp 


* Place, No. II. 
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Wilson, following Bayer, makes bis reign ex- 
tend from 181 to 147 b.c. P. Rochette makes 
this reign end in 155 n.c., and we incline to 
prefer this date, which is a mean of all these 
opinions. We know that Demetrius Jflcator 
of Syria made his expedition against Parthia 
in 140 b. c., and was assisted in it by the 
Greek colonists of Bactria, then recently 
brought under the yoke of Parthia, which was 
disliked by them. Professor Lassen's suppo- 
sition in respect to the date of the death of 
Eucratides — viz. 160 b. c., gives twenty years, 
while Bayer and Professor Wilson allow barely 
seven years for the rule of such other kings, as 
may have reigned in Bactria after Eucratides, 
before the period of its subjugation by IVIitliri- 
dates of Parthia; 'our date, 155 b.c., leaves 
fifteen years. Assuming, therefore, the coins 
of purely Greek device, with pure Greek 
names and titles, to be of Bactrian successors 
of Eucratides, there are only Heliocles, Anti- 
maqhus, and Agathocles, who fulfil this condi- 
tion, and the two former coined with bilin- 
gual inscriptions,* that is, Greek and Arian, 
as well as in Greek only, while the latter 
coined also with Greek and ancient Sanscrit 
legends. As he is supposed the earliest, and 
his case is peculiar, we must here introduce 
him. 


Plate, s To. IT. 
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d c 190 Aoathocixs,* BA2IAEA2 ArA©0- 
KAEOY2 Agathoklayaja, Sans Professor 
Lassen considers tins king, as we have before 
stated, to be the ruler of Kuboohst'm to the 
Indus, with possessions across the Hindoo Koosli 
to the Oxus, and he supposes him to have been 
opposed to Eucratides, and conquered by him 
Pantaleon, who also coined with Greek anrl 
Sanscrit legends, and of whom no coma of 
pure Greek device and inscription, or with 
Anan characters, have yet been found, he sup- 
poses to have succeeded Agathoeles m the 
country near the Indus, not including Kabool 
or BulUi, which, from Agathoeles had, he 
concludes, passed to Eucratides, and bis suc- 
cessors If this supposition be admitted, we 
have only Heliocles and Antimachus-f for the 
period from the death of Eucratides to the con- 
quest of Bactna by Mithndates, and both may 
well have reigned m that country and the Paro- 
• Agathoeles 190 to 165 b c , Lassen Professor Wilson 
places Agathoeles in 135 d c , but this °eezns to us to be idcou 
gistenl with the character of the pure Greek corns of this Ling, 
and with the simplicity of tlieir style and title Like Euthy 
demus and Demetrius he has no epithet , neither has his sup 
posed successor, Pantaleon, any title or epithet, but basiaetz. 
This circumstance seems strongly in favor of Professor Lassen's 
conjecture, for the successors of Eucratides appear all to have 
coined with epithets, hut none of tis predecessors, nor himself 
t Professor Wilson gives 140 » c for the date of Anti 
machua, miking him tbc successor of Heliocles , bat this 
would be opposed to the fact of Mithridates’ conquest of 
Dactna before that date 
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paimsus in this interval, for we ha\e no reason 
to suppose that either had long reigns TTe see 
no occasion, therefore, to seek a separate king 
dom for Antimachus m Drangiana, and the fact 
of his coins being found bilingual also, is against 
Ins being the immediate short-lived successor 
of Demetnus in that region, as supposed by 
Professor Lassen, for we have no bilingual 
coins of Demetnus It would thus appear 
that the order of succession in such parts of 
Bactna as had not already been ceded to 
Mithndates of Parthia by Eucralides lumself, 
lias, first Heliocles, then Antimachus The 
other Nihator and Nikephorus kings, may then 
have maintained a struggle with tfje Parthian 
king in Ana, and the Paropamisus, until 140 
b c when all were subdued Agathocles, how- 
ever, was b} half a century antecedent to these, 
and m a different region , viz , in Kabool 
If our supposition be true, that he was the 
Governor left by Antiochus in Kabool after 
his r treitj with Asoka, an earlier date by ten 
jcars, than that of Professor Larsen, might 
safely be assigned, for that oflus asserting inde- 
pendence, and aho for his making conquests 
over the Hindoo Koosli, if it be required to 
carrj him there, in order to account for the 
Grecian punt} of the silier coins of this kn^g, 
but the earlj date alone wilt suffice for this, 
for the supposition makes him cotemponr} 
with Dernctmi3 
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b c 195 Pantaleon * BA2IAEXI2 I1ANTA 
AE0NT02 Pantalawanta, Sins Pantaleon, 
according to our hypothesis, might well be 
another Governor appointed by Antiochus to 
ceded territory, in which the official language 
of Asoka w as in use He may then have been 
ovei powertd by Agathoclcs, as probably as b} 
Eucratides, being the cotemporary, not the 
successor of the former Both these kings 
used the simple title of Bastleus, without 
epithet or addition of any kind, which, with 
the perfect form of their Greek letters, is 
an evidence of antiquity In their Sanscrit 
they gave the names only without any title 
Leaving, .for the present, the kings of Bactria, 
Kabool, and Aria, whose coinage was Greek only, or 
Greek and Sanscrit, wc must now bring on the stage 
the long list of Greek kings, whose coinage lias been 
brought to light of pure Greek device, w ith an Amu 
inscription on the reverse, generally round some 
dcitj or object derived from the Grecian thology 
■\\c have seen that Eucr itidcs was the earliest 
of the kings who adopted this bilingual in 
scription, and wc suppose him to have done so, 
consequent^ upon his conquest of the Paropa- 
imsus, wc know it to have been after bis assumption 
of the title of Great King Upon the death of this 
king. Ins wide dominion 13 supposed to have been 
broken mto several independent kingdoms, md the 
numlx r of kings, great kings and kings or kinga, 

* riatc II , No. 1 
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resuscitated by late discoveries, compared with the 
known date of Scythian conquest, would seem to 
require some such subdivision Profe«sor Lassen 
supposes three kingdoms, besides that of Bactna , 
one eastern under Menander and ApoIIodotus, 
comprehending the Punjab and valley of the Indus 
u ith Kabool, and Arachotia, or Kandahar, added m 
times of its prosperity Another we-tern, at Herat 
and in Seestan A third central, of the Paropa 
imsus, which latter region, however, we incline to 
give to Bactna, because of the bilingual as well as 
pure Greek coins of Heliocles and Antimacbus kings 
of Bactna Some such division of Afghanistan, 
as is here suppo«ed, has commonlj followed the 
break up of a dynasty of Afghan king*, and holds 
good at present in that country, consequently upon 
the dissolution of the monarchy of Ahmed Shah 
The supposition, therefore, is not unreasonable, 
though without positive foundation in history 

For the classification, and assignment to these 
regions of the kings resuscitated, we have verj 
l ague, materials, or grounds for conjecture Of 
these, the first is the continuance of the -same or 
similar titles e have, for instance, a long list of 
lings, all assuming the epithet 2XVTHP or saviour, 
with the simple title of king (BA2IALTS), and all 
using the Anan as well as Greek character and 
language, and not dissimilar devices and emblems 
on their coins It is, hence, fair to presume that 
these were all of the same dynasty, though, of 
course, the inference is not conclusive, nor indeed 
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generally admitted. The title SflTHP is uniformly 
rendered into Arian by the same word, but it is 
one of the few that have not been satisfactorily 
read. The word for king is always Maharajasa 
on this all are agreed, but for 2£1THP we 
have ‘P'IP.'l, or 'PYl t t. Mr. James Prinsep read 
this Nandatasa. Professor Wilson reads it but 
doubtingly Tadarasa. Professor Lassen Tdddro or 
Taddrasa, for he altered his reading of the 6 on 
learning that Mr. James Prinsep had found the 
last letter p used for s. We incline to a later 
reading by Lieutenant Cunningham, of the Bengal 
Engineers, who finding the backward stroke of the 
first letter to be identical with that used with the 
k in Encrartdes, reads the word Traddtasa, thus 
identifying it more directly with the Sanscrit word 
TrS.n, protection We have the nine following 
sa\ iout kings ; — 

B C. 155 1 MENANDER.* MENA5APOT BAZlAEnZ SnrHFOX 

B C 135 1 VPOLT.ODOTUS AnoAAOAOTOY baxiae«z siithpoj, 

sometimes slso, kai ciAoriATOPOZ 
3 DIOMEDES AlOMHAOT BAZIAEftZ lantpoz 

4 ZOILUS xc-iaot cmiaeux ihthpoi * 

5 IlIPPOSTRATUS innoxTPATor baziaeuz zAtupoz 
C STRATON ZTPATfi\oz baiiavux sathpoz 

StSoKAt EmOANOTZ 

7. DIONYSIUS AIOMTZtor BAZ1AEQZ XOTHPOl 
8 MCIAS N1KIOT BAIIAtttl ZftTTPOI 
n C 120 9 ITERM EUS EPMAIOT BAJIAU1Z IfTHPOt, 

(also PPMAIOT It At KAAAIOmfZ) 

Wc do not vouch for the order in which these 

• See Plates III and IV. for die coins of tliese Soter kings, 
tliove of Nicias ond Dtomstna only are wanting, liaving never 
jet been published 
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kings are ranged, but al! have similar titles, and ts 
we have observed, not dissimilar devices on their 
coins , those of Hermreus, however, are much less 
perfect than the others, and on some of his coins 
the Greek letters are corrupted As he is the last, 
the coinage of his name may, probably, have been 
continued by his barbarous conquerors, until Azes 
took the Indian title of king of kings, and issued 
money in his own name of this more hereafter 

Professor Lassen supposes that the=c Saviour 
Kings were all successors of Menander, m the 
Punjab, Kabool, and down the Indus We have 
added five new names to the list of kings of this 
class, known to Professors Lassen and Wilson, all 
■which have been subsequently discovered, and pub- 
lished through the Journal of the Asiatic Society at 
Calcutta,* by Lieutenant Cunningham of the Ben- 
gal Engineers 

Hermceus, the last king of the series, is supposed 
by Professor Lassen to have been overpowered by 
Azes, about the year 120 b c , which, assuming 
Menadder to have succeeded Eucratides in 155 
B c,f would give only thirty five } cars for the 
* Journal, 1842, page 130 to 137, vol xi 

+ Professor M llson gives 120 n c for tl « date of Menan 
der s accession, judging partly from tl e character of his coins, 
and partly m order to keep Ins conquests m In lift clear of those 
of 'Uithridates This, however, is opposed to the Soter clas*i 
fiention which assumes Menander to have been the founder of 
a dynasty using that title, and we see no reason for placing so 
wide an interval between him and Eueratide* 1 , whose itnmed ate 
successor ! e lias heretofore been considered l v many critic* 
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entire series. The coins of nil, except of the two first 
and of llermteus, are very rare ; there is no reason, 
therefore, to infer that they had long reigns ; and, 
if it were necessary to suppose a division of territory, 
in order to provide kingdoms for so many, the 
tract of country assigned to Menander and Apollo- 
dotus is wide enough to hold several petty sove- 
reigns during a period of convulsion. 

The augmentation of the number of Soter, or 
Saviour, kings affords, therefore, no argument 
against Professor Lassen’s hypothesis in respect to 
their connection with the same regions, and the 
fact of Mitliridates II. having penetrated as far as the 
Indus, is not opposed to the notion, that a Soter 
Greek sovereign may have Held the territory be* 
yond, and there preserved his independence. 

Let us now take another series of Greek sove- 
reigns with titles and epithets of a different 
character. We find three kings with the epithet 
NIKHQOPOT, two with ANIKHTOT, and one 
NIKATOPOZ, viz.* 

I. ANTIMACirUS ANTiMAXor baiiaeiji NitH»OTOT (AriSi) Antima 
IAaot Maharajaia JyadharaM 

II AltCHELtUS. APXiAior baiiaejii AIKAIOT nikhoofot (Professor 
Wilson reads APXEEIOT also) (Anan) A rchehata MoJtarajata 
Dhamitaia J yadhartua 

III. ANTfAXCIUiiS. ANTiAAKldor BAXMEizr nikhoofot Anttalikidasa 
Mahamjaut Jjjadharasa 

I IiYCIAS. ATIIOT BAZIAEBZ ANIKHTOT Maharojasa Apali- 

hotasa 

II PUILOXENUS. •1A03IN0T BAZIAEUS ANIKHt or Pihthiruua Maha- 

rajasa Apatihatata 

I. AMYTsTAS. amtntot baiiaeoz BHCATOpoz (Arian) AmtltuaMaha. 
rnjtun Jyadharata 


p ir 
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We have for these Ana-proper, that is Herat and 
Southern Bactna, -which we know were conquered 
by Mithridates in about 145 b c and occasionally 
over-run by the Scythians al c o Seestan or Dran 
giana Antialcides is placed by Profe-sor Lassen in 
the Paropamisus and Arachotia, m about 160 b c 
which is his date for the death of Eucratides, and is 
supposed to have been followed there by Lysias,* 
while An timaclms, Philoxenus, Archelius, or Arche- 
bius, and Amyntas, are by the same Professor as- 
signed to Herat and Drangiana, in the period from 
165 to 145 b c , that is from the death of Demetrius 

till the conquest of that country by Mithndates 
AH this arrangement is arbitrary we would only 
observe, that the tract of country assigned to these 
Lings being in perpetual w ar with Scythians, or with 
the Parthian king, the Greek colonists, who main- 
tained the struggle with the invaders, may well be 
supposed, upon the occasion of some temporary 
success to have taken titles and epithets boastful 
of the victory The s e kings are all 'imply styled 
BAEIACnS, with their distinctive epithets, we 
have amongst them no MEPAS BAEfAEYS, nor 
BAS1AEYS BAZIAEftN, king of kings, their terri- 
tory could, therefore, not have been exteusne 

There is again another class of Greek sovereigns, 

• Professor ’Wil'on gives 174 b c. for tl e date of Lysias’ 
accession , 135 nc fortho*c of Amyntasand Antialeides, and 
130 b c for that of Philoxenus, Archebms he brings down to 
125-120, n c but all these dates re*t, like Professor Lassen's 
on conjecture ©nit 
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who took peaceful titles, implying the possession 
of some popular virtue, without claim to the repu- 
tation of success in war. They arc few in number, 
ond one of them is a queen, viz — 

155 0 C IIELIOCI.ES kamkaeotx datia t&t AKAior, i«iwlim« 
Creek only, »nJ eornttiniei with .VrUo, Mafiart[](ita Dha- 
mtkaia IhluMjata. FUte II fip 3 enU 5 
TELEPIUIS TWAteor BAXiAErtEiriPrtTOT (Cunningham) 
Ariin Telephaia. VaJanyaia, SitAarrmua Tlitc III fig 2 
149 0 C ACATHOCLElV ArAeoiCAEtAs saxiaixxax esoTponof 
An»n STuh/irtyma, Hfutralcuz, MOnuaXlaycun, FL III fig I 

Ilehocles, the supposed parricide successor of 
Eucratides, has before been adverted to We have 
no facts or circumstances of any hind to guide 
conjecture* as to the date or locality of the reigns 
of the other two The queen is placed, by Pro- 
fessor Lassen, after Apollodotus and Diomedcs, 
amongst the Indian Sotcr Kings, but merely on 
conjecture. We would observe, that the Arian 
inscription marks all these as reigning south of 
the Pnropaimsus, while the simple Greek coins of 
the first-named indicate dominion also in«Bactna, 
and this is all we can i enture to infer respecting 
them 

The above recapitulation of names, disposes of 
all the mint-possessing kings of Greek name and 
origin, whose coins have yet come to light. We 
pretend not to arrange, nor to assign dates and 
kingdoms to them with any certainty, m the utter 
want of historical data, or materials of any kind 
Of all the kings who followed Eucratides, Men mder, 
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and Apollodotus are the only two whose names 
are anywhere mentioned in classic authors, and 
they are so only incidental 1) , and not in a man 
ner to show how they came to power, or where 
their capital was situated, or how long, over what 
regions, and nhen they reigned 

All we know for certain is, that all have reigned 
at some period of the second century before our 
era, m some part of Bactna, Anana, or the Pun- 
jab For the style of coinage of each of these 
kings it is sufficient to refer to the annexed plates 
in which coins of all will be found, except of 
Nicias and Dionj sius, which, though reported, have 
not yet been published bj Captain Cunningham 
The style of execution, types and emblems upon all 
are *o entirely and exclusively Greek, that there is 
nothing in them to which to draw special atten- 
tion, excepting the forms of letters m the names 
and titles of the Arim superscriptions As has 
before been said, these, after for several j ears exer 
cismg the ingenuity of the learned of Europe and 
India, who were long doubtful whether to assign 
to them a Syrian, Zend, or Pahlaiee origin, were 
at length determined to be Sanscrit, and the value 
of each letter has been now ascertained with a pre 
cision and certainty that leaves no doubt, so far 
as the interpretation of these particular legends 
goes In the course of j cars, however, the A nan 
afpfia&et seems to fiate undergone a ci’iange, muf 
the same forms are not to be recognised in later 
coin 8 , nor tlic same epithets ami titles , and the 
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inscriptions discovered m topes are all in the less 
simple later character, to which we shall come pre- 
sently Before dismissing 1 these coins, however, 
we must notice that numismatists extract some 
evidence as to the locality of mintage from the 
devices Tims, the elephant and elephant’s head on 
the coins of Demetrius Menander, and Apollodotus, 
and also on those of Lycias and Hehocles, are con- 
sidered as indicating dominion in India So the 
humped bull of Philoxenus, Dioraedes, and others , 
while the wild horse and double humped camel are 
supposed to have exclusive reference to Bactria 
Again, because the coinage of Bactria and Ariana 
is derived from that of the Syrian kings, who pre- 
ceded Theodotus, an argument as to the date of 
reigns is sometimes deduced from a comparison of 
emblems and devices with those of the Seleucidan 
coins, as from the Jupiter in a chair of Hermaeus, 
■winch first appeared iu Syria on the coins of 
Alexander Zebina who died in 123 n c , and so by 
a comparison of titles, as the Tlieus on the coins of 
Antimachus We attach little value to such evi 
denccs, which, at best, are only collateral, and lead 
to nothing conclusive Those, however, who take 
delight in them, and think that useful results can 
be obtained by such means, will find in the annexed 
plates winch maj be placed alongside of any of 
the works already published on Sjnan coins, all 
the facilities thej can desire for making the com- 
parison Wo lia\ c not, indeed, given ever} type 
of kings like Eucratides ami Menander, whose 
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coins are very various, and have been discovered in 
great numbers, but a sufficiency of each will be 
found in these plates to show the style and peculi- 
arities of every one of the kings ; and those who 
desire fuller evidence, must refer to Professor Wil- 
son, or to the original pages of the Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Calcutta. It would be vain, 
indeed, to endeavour to supersede the necessity for 
such reference in the case of those who desire 
thoroughly to investigate the subject. 

Of the Greek kings above given, Hermmus is 
undoubtedly the latest. Of his coins it will be 
seen, that there are four distinct kinds: and the 
difference between them is so great, that some have 
supposed there to have been two, and c\ en three 
kings of the name. There is first a coin of Hcr- 
maeus with Kalliope his wife, having a double head 
on the obverse, aDd in execution and device in other 
respects corresponding with the coins of other 
kings of Greek race. Again similar coins have been 
found of Hermoeus alone, both of silver and 
copper, *>with the inscriptions, both Greek and 
Arian, in characters evidently of the same age as 
those of other Soter kings. But by far the most 
frequent coins of Hermaius are of inferior execu- 
tion, and of copper : and of these there are two 
classes, one with a sitting Jupiter on the reverse, 
and the other with a standing Hercules. Both 
hi jw five king's Sllet&l kcad on t)ie obfense, n/th rt\e 
inscription BASJAEftS ZftTHPOS EP.MAIOT, the 
name being at the bottom. On the coins with the 



THOM BACTRIAN COINS, &C. 


75 


type of Hercules, however, there are frequently at 
the end of the word SfiTHPOZ, or its corruption, 
2THP02, the two letters, 2T, the meaning of which 
has puzzled every body. Though separated from 
the natne, which, being at the bottom, commences 
from the left, these letters are by many supposed to 
be part of it, and Sn-Hermeeus is accordingly given 
as a different king. We prefer to interpret the 
2Y as an abbreviation. But the roost strange part 
of this Hercules coinage is, that the inscription in 
Arian on the reverse, round the figure of Hercules, 
no longer contains the name of Hermaeus, nor the 
title Maharaja for king, nor the usual word for 
Soter, or saviour. The letters, indeed, are in the 
same simple form, with exception to a single, or 
donblecros3, — J— . or -j — j-, which, whether letter, or 
abbreviated monogram, or mere mark to shew 
where to commence and finish reading the super- 
scription, 3s still undetermined. The other letters 
have all been read, but not with the same certainty 
us the simple titles of Hernucus’s predecessors. 
They prove to be Dkama, -J — J-, rata, KzyulaJcasa 
SabashaltJia, Kadapha&a, and tlie self same inscrip- 
tion, verbatim, is found on coins with this Hercules 
device, having on the obverse a head like that of 
Herra ceus, but with the name in Greek letters, 
XOTSO KOZOTAO KAAtflZOT, and also on coins 
v\ ith other strange names. 

It would be premature to discuss here the relation 
of these barbarians with Hermai us, because w e do not 
believe Kadphizes, or Kadphises, to have been bis 
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immediate successor. All that we deduce at present 
is, that the coinage of Hermseus was carried on long 
after his reign had closed, and was taken up, or 
suffered, not only by this Kadphises, but by some 
Parthians, as by Undopherres, or Gondophares ; for 
we find this king, also, coining with an Hermaeus- 
Iike obverse, and with the corrupted title of 
STHP02, derived from the Hercules coins of Her- 
meeus, before he took the more ambitious title of 
great king of kings. We know, indeed, that in 
ancient times mints were not exclusively royal; but 
the privilege of coining, and especially of coining 
copper, was exercised by every city, enjoying free- 
dom or municipal privileges. It a ill be in some 
subordinate mint of this description, that the Her- 
mseus coinage was carried down, until the desire to 
gratify a new conqueror, or direct subjection to his 
rule, led to the substitution of his name, first in the 
vernacular dialect of the reverse, and at last on 
both sides of the coin. 

We come now to the Scythian kings, w ho, fol- 
lowing the Greeks, adopted their forms of money, 
that is, coined similar pieces, with superscriptions 
similar, and in the same languages, but inscribed 
on them their own names and titles, and taried 
the emblems and det ices. 

n. c. 135. Matos. BAS1ACOS MATOTT; al-o 
B ASIA HIS BASIALQN JlErAAOT MATOT. 
liajnti rajasa Mahatma Maata. Some of 
the coins of this king are of a different tjpc 
altogether fiotn t!io->c of the Greek successors 
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of Eucratides; but we find him at first coining 
with a type and simple inscription exactly 
similar to that of Demetrius;* then we find him 
bilingual, with the type of Straton and Apol- 
lodotus; and at last lie comes forth in the full 
blaze of barbaric pride, calling himself great 
king of kfng6, and issuing a coin exactly like 
that of Azes, the Scythian. From these cir- 
cumstances we 8tc compelled to assign to him 
a date anterior to that conqueror, but so little 
antecedent as to be his ally, perhaps to have 
called him in to shure the spoils of Bactria, 
and, after enjoying a short-lived divided sove- 
reignty with him, to have yielded to the 
greater authority, and power of his associate. 
Our reasons for hazarding this conjecture re- 
garding Maucs are the following : — First. The 
name is not Grech, neither is it Parthian, nor 
Indian ; lie was most probably, therefore, a 
Scythian, the head of one of the tribes that 
broke into Bactria between 150 and 140 b. c. 
Secondly. His coining in the Greek style 
shows, that be must have been established 
somewhere in the first instance by Greek 
appointment, or at least with Greek concur- 
rence, and the style of his Greek, and the 
forms of the letters, indicate an early date for 
such establishment. He may, with his tribe, 
have sold his services to different Greek sove- 
reigns, or free cities, and so at one time coined 
* See Plate IV. figs 12 und lij. 
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with only Greek, and at another with Greek 
and Anan, because occupying territory where 
one or other form of coinage prevailed His 
subsequent association with Azes is proved by 
the correspondence of his later coins with those 
of that king , and, by the extraordinary fact, 
that a com with the name of Maues is in the 
possession of Dr Swiney, winch exactly cor- 
responds in type with that of king Azes, num 
bered 14 in Plate VII annexed Now this 
coin is very peculiar , it exhibits the king with 
a trident, a Tartar weapon of war, setting his 
foot on a prostrate enemy, on the obverse, 
and has a figure in the midst of fruit-beanng 
trees, or shrubs, indicating plenty, on the 
reverse It must be evident, that if such a 
com was struck and issued at the same time 
by two kings, each bearing the same titles, it 
must have been designed and struck to cele- 
brate a joint Mctory, perhaps one of the vic- 
tories in winch kings Phrahatcs and Artabanes 
of Parthia lost respectively their In es More 
of this, when we come to speak of king Azes 
We have to remark, that coins of king Maues 
arc rare James Pnnsep knew but of two 
certain varieties, and a thml with a Bactnan 
wild horse, came to him too late to be drawn and 
engraved (No 1, Plate V) Profe^or AVxIson 
notices seven ty/ics of coins of this king, and 
another lias since been discovered by Capt 
Cunningham (No 13, PI IV) There are thus 



FROM BACTIUAK COINS, fee 


79 


nine ascertained varieties of coins of Maues, 
but of Azes more than thirty Inve been found, 
and he has twenty five varieties of monogram 
c 130 Azes The greatest of Scythians was 
evidently king Azes, whose coins we find gener 
ally with plain distinct Greek characters on one 
side, and with perfect legible Ariau on the 
Other The titles of this king are uniformly 
the same la Greek B4 EIaE&£ BAZIAEfiN 
MEXAAOT AZOT In Anan, Maharajasa 
Raja Rajasa Mahatasa Ayasa The types 
of his coins aTe very larious * We lose alto 
gether the well executed Greek bust or head 
but have on one side a horseman, armed with 
a spear, or holding out his wrist, in a hawking 
attitude on the other side, male or female 
figures of vanou3 kinds, not referable to Classic 
mythology , or we have animals on the reverse, 
such as the humped bull, the lion or panther, 
a horse or elephant, or a Bactnan camel, and 
sometimes we find animals on both sides 
Professor Lassen looks upon these vajieties as 
marking the different provinces subject to 
Azes, and both he and Professor Wilson re 
cognise in some of the figures Greek and 
Hindoo divinities, but we cannot admit the 
likeness On the coin, for instance, which is 
common to Azes and Maues, there is what to 
us appears to be the king with a trident, setting 

• See Pistes VI and \ II engraved by James Princep, and 
already pub! slied in the Journal of tlie Asiatic Society , to! 3 V 
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his foot on the neck of a prostrate enem}, 
on the obverse, ■with the Greek inscription 
This Professor Lassen considers to be a Nep- 
tune setting his foot on a swimmer, because 
of the tndent in the hand of the standing 
figure, while Professor Wilson regards the 
tndented figurp, as Sira, and in the plate of 
this com he gives horns to the figure under 
foot, which we cannot discover on two varieties 
of the com, and *0 constitutes him an Asoor, 
or devil subdued The inference, however, 
that this com was intended to typify a victory is 
too obvious not to have struck this Professor, 
and in that we are agreed But whatever 
these figures and the animals on o,ther coins, 
may be intended to represent, all agree that 
there is a marked difference between the 
types and devices of king Azes, and the pure 
mythological devices of the Greek coins of 
preceding kings, showing a new dj nasty and 
new race, if not also, as we suppose, a new 
religion 

W ho, then, is this great king of kings, Azes 
whose coins are «o numerous, and so various? 
where and when did lie live and reign? Professor 
"Wilson inclines to consider him nn Indian Boodhj-t, 
with a name denved from Sanscrit, meaning “The 
Uncnnquercd ' (Ajaya), and aligns him a date 
onty fifty jears before our era, making him the sue 
ce««ar of Azilises, whom he places ten j ears earlier 
Professor Las«en look** upon Azes as n Sacian 
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Scythian, who conquered the Kabool valley in the 
time of the second Mithridates, and finally de- 
stroyed the kingdom of Menander and Hermans, 
in about 120 d.c. Azilizcs, he considers to be the 
successor of Azes, and supposes him, with others of 
the same dynasty, to have Tuled in that quarter, and 
in tlie Puujab, until defeated by the great Indian king, 
Yikramaditya, who, from Oojein, is known to have 
extended his empire to Kabool about 50 n.e. Pro- 
fessor Lassen supports this hypothesis by Chinese 
authority, for he finds it recorded in the histories 
of that nation, that the Szu Tartars, whom lie iden- 
tifies with the Sacm, were expelled from the Ili 
valley by the Yuetchi, or White Hung, whom he 
supposes to be the Tochari,* about the year 150 n.c. 
After occupying Tahia, or Soghdiana, for a time, 
they are further stated by the Chinee, to have 
been driven thence also some years afterwards, and 
to have then established themselves in Kipen,f 
in which name he recognises the Kophen valley or 
Kaboolistan. This is a bold conjecture of Professor 
Lassen’s, hut we incline to think it a happj one, so 
far as concerns the date and manner of Scythian 

• The name Tochari, or Thogari, is more like that of the 
TnrXa, or of the Yuegurs, who eapelled the Yeutchi, and 
Professor "Wilson recognises the Get® in the name Yeutchi. 

t Professor Wilson places Kipcn In Soghdiana on the 
authority of the Chinese travellers, who, when entering India 
from Ball!, state Kipen to be to the North. It does not, how- 
ever, clearly appear from what point Kipcn Jay north, and we 
incline to take the similarity of name for a proof of identity. 
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dominion in Kdbool, and sa<ceptible of support 
from classic, as well as from Tartar authority. 
The name Szu, with its varieties Se, Sai, and 
Anszu, may however, as it seems to us, be de- 
rived from Azes, or Azou, and be the same as the 
Asu and Asiani, rather than as the Sacae of Strabo 
and Justin Professor Larsen quotes from Strabo the 
following passage — MoXim yiu^puu y*r« 23 » t£i 

MpcoiSon, qi tsvS EXAwxr aptAtyuwi -m Bxxjgiawr 'Asm r* 

Affizvw, xxi Tojptgw, xxi £zxx i xv\ot , k!x Now tln& pas- 
sage, we think, may be construed thus “ The mo*t 
fa movs and best known of the Nomades, were the 
Asu, or Asiani, who took Bactna from the Greeks, 
and the Tochan, and Sakarauli,” Lc , which«A c ii 
and Asiani, we conceive to mean the Sc) tbians of 
king Azes This construction seems to us much 
supported by the extract from the Prolegomena of 
Trogus Pompeius aho cited by the same Professor, 
“ Addifce res Scythicee, rcges Tocharomm Asiani , 
Lc, which v\e render, “to which are added the 
affairs of Scythia, and the kings of the Tochan, of 
tlic Azes race and dynasty ” The Asu and Asiani 
are never mentioned by Herodotus, nor named in 
history as a tribe or nation, until we find them the 
de«tro}cr» of the Greek power in Bactna, and fur- 
nishing kings to the Toclian , nor arc they trace- 
able after this event as a nation Not so the Sac®, 
Gcta?, and other tnbe«, the names of winch are 

•Me hare adopted here the amended read mg of \ alllant, 
for The Poaiana ore never mentioned ogam, 

but the name Asiani )« very generally used, ns of tie name 
trilw? with the Asu, conqueror* of fl e G reels in Bactna 
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Found in various ancient authors of previous and 
subsequent ages IF, then, the Scythians under 
Azes are indicated as the Asiam, w ho overpowered 
the Grecian dynasties in Soglidiana and Northern 
Bactm between 140 and 130 n c , or say about 
135, bc we must allow for an interruption of these 
conquests by the Parthian kings, who held sway in 
Bactria as far as Buikb, until the defeat and death 
of kings Phrahates and Artabanes in 130 n c , after 
which Mitlmdates II made some composition with 
the mv id ere, consequently the date assigned by Pro 
fessor Lassen, viz , 126 n c , will be nearly the time 
required for the final establishment of the Scythian 
dynasty by the conquest of Kabool and the senes 
of victonej that achieved such a conquest, would 
justify the great titles assumed by the king after its 
completion We have no coins of Azes with less 
pretension than as “ great king of kings,” and none 
without the Anan superscription This coinage, 
therefore, followed the expulsion of the Partlnans, 
from Bactria, and the final overthrow of the Greek 
power in Afghanistan , but we do not drjvr from 
tins fact an inference opposed to the supposition, 
that Azes may himself, in association with king 
Maues, have been the conqueror of Bactria also 
If, however, the Asn and Asiam are to be under 
stood ns meaning the Scythian, or Szu Nomades, 
who obeyed king Azes, it is clear that lie united 
under him mauj tribes besides the Tochan and the 
Sacee, in tike manner as other Tartar conquerors of 
later daj have done The title “king of kings’ isof 
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itself evidence of this ; the Sacians, therefore, can 
have had no exclusive propert}’ in such a sovereign, 
as supposed by Professor Lassen. Their settlement, 
first in the Kabool valley, and afterwards, conse- 
quently upon fresh convulsions, in Seestan, or 
Sajistan, is an hj pothesis that may or may not be 
true, quite independently of the general sovereignty 
of king Azes, and his conquest of Kabool, or the 
Kopben valley, in 12G b.c., as stated by Chinese 
historians. Let us now see how the existence of 
such a sovereignty is supported by other Tartar 
authority, than that derived from Chinese history. 

Abool Ghazi Khan’s genealogical History of the 
Tartars is the only work of the West, in which the 
traditions of these Nomade tribes have, been col- 
lected. We there find, that a king named Oghus 
( Ooghooz ) KhaD, warred successfully for 

a long time against other tribes, until he estab- 
lished amongst them, at last, sufficient authority to 
attack Itbarak Khan, of Kashgbur, and Khotun. 
Being worsted at first, he renewed the war, and in 
the endeonquering this king also, put him to death. 
“Then returning by the frontiers of India towards 
Talash, Saram, andTashkund, he took these places, 
and sent his son to reduce Toorkestan and Ande- 
jan (on the Jaxartes), which be effected in six 
months. Then Oghus Khan advanced towards 
Samarkand, and conquered that place, and Bok- 
hara. Next he took Bulkfi, and' in the vaiifdfc of 
winter crossed the mountains to Chor, (Chari - 
kar ?) suffering much from snow and frost. 
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Here he wintered, and reviewed his army in the 
spring, and then marched against Kabool, Ghuzni, 
and Kashmeer, where reigned a king named Jagma 
(Hermaeus?), who maintained himself* in moun- 
tain positions for a year, but was in the end de- 
feated and slain. Oghus Khan then returned to 
Samarkand by Budukhshan, and sent an expe- 
dition westward against Khorasan, &c.” 

Now the line of this series of conquests corres- 
ponds exactly, with that required for the overthrow 
of the Greek power in Eastern Bactria and Kabool, 
and is quite consistent with the retention by 
Mithridates II. of Western Bactria, that is Merv, 
Herat and Seestan, with which they would not 
interfere. «The history proceeds, that advantages 
were gained over Parthia afterwards, because of the 
king’s death, and the nonage of his successor, 
which also tallies with the accounts of the con- 
fusion in Parthia, and increase of Scythian auda- 
city after the death of Mithridates II. The Tartar 
tradition, however, gives no help to chronology, 
for it assigns to Oghus Khan a reign of 1 IS years, 
and a date four thousand years before Chungeez 
Khan, whereas twelve hundred years is a sufficient 
period to have intervened between the two. In 
support of the hypothesis, that Oghus Khan may 
have been the great king of kings, Azes, we have, 
besides the similarity of name and of conquests, 
a curious coincidence; viz., that the Asa or Attasii, 
whom we suppose to be the Azes Nomades, are 
called also Augasii by Strabo, and Auzasii by 
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Ptolemy, who places them in the valley of Kash- 
gliur, precisely where Abdool Ghazi Khan says 
Oghus Khan defeated Itbarak before entering- Bac- 
tria. In one of these appellatives, we have the 
name of Oghus transferred to the tribes he ruled, 
and in the other, that of the Azes of our coins 
clearly handed down for the same Nomade tribes. 
We think, consequently, this Tartar tradition, as 
given by Abdool Ghazi Khan, and confirmed by 
these names of tribes in Strabo and Ptolemy, affords 
as good a basis for a theory, in identification of the 
Azes of our coins, who supplanted the Greek sove' 
reigns of Bactria and Kabool, as the Chinese, not 
very distinct account, of the migration of the Szus 
and Youtclii. The Chinese account is, dn fact, not 
at variance with, but rather supports our theory, 
especially if we are warranted in considering the 
name Szu, to be the Chinese corruption of the 
AZOT of our coins, with which it hears a remark- 
able similarity. Having thus found a place in 
history for king Azes, let us proceed with his 
successsrs. 

U. c. 115 . AzlLISES- — BAXIAEUI BAJlA *HN METAAOT AZ1A1IOT, AtaJui- 

rojata Jloja-Hyatn iltxhatata Ayaluhitn* 

Azilises coined with the same titles a9 Azes, and 
with similar bilingual superscriptions, and 
devices, and these are continued down to some 
illegible names, "f showing evidently a continu- 
ance of the dynasty in the country, where the 
Arian lnnguoge was in use along with Greek. 

* Plate VII., Nos 27 and 28. t PJnte V. lip 2. 



FROM lUCTRIAK COINS, &C. 


87 


On one coin noticed by Professor Wilson, the 
name of Axes is on the Greek obverse, and 
A2ilises on the Bactrian reverse, which we 
regard as evidence of a direct succession. 
Professor Lassen’s hypothesis, that the dynasty 
of Azcs ruled in the Punjab, and Kaboul, until 
subverted by Indian conquest in the middle of 
the century before our era, seems rational *, 
and that the successors of Azes bad not the 
same extended sway, nor length of reign, with 
the founder of the dynasty, is evidenced by 
the smaller number, and greater uniformity of 
their coius. 

In the summary we have given of the Arsacidan 
kings, it will be seen, that there was an interregnum 
of civil war and doubtful sovereignty, after the 
death of Mithridates II., that is in the early part of 
the century before our era. Af this period we 
know the Scythians to have overrun Baetria, and 
there is, as we have shown, every reason to believe 
that they were established under Azes, and Azilises, 
inKabool and the Punjab, and perhaps in Afrachotin, 
and the Paropamisus also. We know, moreover, 
that the Parthian sovereignty was restored with 
Scythian aid, and had sufficient vitality, to subsist 
for two centuries and a half more in its western 
capital on the Tigris. It is, therefore, impossible 
to suppose that, during this interregnum 0 f anarchy, 
Parthian satraps yielded every where their dele- 
gated power, and retired, without a stmggle, to 
make way for Scythians. The more natural sup- 
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position is, that man}' asserted, and some main- 
tained, their independence, in the territories over 
which they were placed with delegated sovereignty 
by Mithridates. To Azes, the great king of Lings, 
many perhaps yielded a nominal, or real fealty; 
and Azilises also may have maintained himself as 
general sovereign ; but after him, we find Parthians 
reappearing with a style of coinage, so nearly re- 
sembling that of Azes and Azilises, that we feel 
compelled to regard them as successors of these 
Scythian Lings, and to fix the period from 00 to 
60 n.c. for their reigns. Von ones, who, in his 
Arian legend, is called Balahara, seems to be the 
nearest scccessor to Azilises. Then vre have Spali- 
risus, then Spalyrius, the brother of the* Ling, and 
son of Balahara, according to the Allan legend. 
These three Parthians must have reigned in the 
Kabool valley, and Punjab, for there it is that their 
coins are found, and not rarely. We may suppose 
them to have made the conquest of Kabool from 
Aria (Herat), or Arachotia, which were more pro- 
perly Purthian satrapies ; but the style of their 
coins forbids our assigning them a later date. 

Professor Lassen considers it to be established, 
from the little we have of Indian history, that 
Yikramadiya, the fabulous hero of that country’s 
romance, conquered Kabool about the middle of the 
century before our era. We have the date of this 
king’s reign, from the Sumbut era still current in 
India, which is 06 years earlier than our own. 
No coins have jet been discovered of Indian type 
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and supeiscnption, that could reasonably be as- 
signed to a king of Oojem , but there is evidence 
of Indian interposition in the affairs of Kabool, and 
the Punjab Professor Wilson, indeed, makes 
Azes Indian, as we have already noticed, and 
finding earrings, and Kshatrya caste marks, on the 
bead and bust of the obverse of the coins of the 
great Soter Megas, “ Ling of kings,” sets him down 
also as an Indian Kadphises, too, coined with 
devices of Siva, and the bull, Nandi, in supercession 
of his original coinage with the name of Hermseus, 
and the Hercules type This king the Professor also 
regards as Indian or Indo Scythian Jas Prinsep, 
in one of his papers, threw out the idea that Gon- 
dopharcs might have some connexion with Gandlia- 
rupn, the father of Vikramaditya, giving to the name 
a derivation from d>APO£ pallium, meaning the 
“wild OBs-°kin-cIoaked,” to connect it with the fable 
of that conqueror’s parentage All these theories 
are ingenious, and some very plausible , still it is 
evident, that wc have yet to trace, or verify, Vihra 
maditya The fact of the Soter Megas » having 
coined so largely with a Greek legend only, is con- 
clusive against the notion of Ins being an Indian 
Both Mr James Pnnscp, and Professor Lassen, in- 
deed, considered it to be established, that this Soter 
Megas, king of kings, coined exclusively with a 
Greek legend on the reverse, and never with Anan 
The coin, No 23, plate VII , which has the peculiar 
monogram of Soter Megas, ^ , thej assign to Azcs, 
whose um the former thought he discovered in 
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the Anan legend Of this coin there are three 
perfect specimens in the Masson collection at the 
India House, and they do not verify the reading of 
Ayasa , for the letters under the standing figure 
on the reverse Professor Wilson, who gives two 
engravings of the same com, assigns it on this ac 
count to Soter Megas, whose inscription, “great 
saviour king of Lings,” without any name, is clearly 
legible on the obverse This discovery of a Soter 
Megas com, so like in type to those of Azes, and 
with an Arian legend on the reverse, destroys 
much of the theory, which placed him in Sogh 
diana and Bactria, at the period when Azes ruled 
in Kabool His Greek is evidently of a later period 
than that of Azes, Azihses, Onones, Spalmsus, and 
Spalyrms , but it is purer than that of Undopherres, 
Abagasus, Abalgasius, and that set of Partlnans 
We are disposed, on this account, to assign him a 
date intermediate, that is, cotemporaiy with Vikra- 
raaditya, and anterior to Kadplnses, and Kadphcs 
Koranos, and the seat of Ins power will have been 
Bactnap Soghdiana, and the Paropamisus Tins 
date for the Soter Megas, king of kings, differs 
from that assigned to lnm by Professor M llson, in 
so far ns it places him after, instead of before, 
Vonones This Professor also has reversed the order 
we have given to Azes, Azilises, Spalyrms, and 
Spalinsus, besides excluding Vonones from the list 
Our chsx Scat/eo p}aee$ li/em as Soiions 
n c 100 Voj>oms • BA21AE1IE CASIACHN ML 
• 1'Iatc VIII fi**» 1, 2, am! 3 
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FAAOT ONflNOT 2 \fakarajasa Dhamikasa 
JB alaharcisa It seems to us quite impossible 

to ascribe this coinage to either of the kings 
of the Dime of Yonones, whose names are in 
the Arsacidan list lie will have been a 
satrap, therefore, who asserted independence, 
and created himself a kingdom out of the 
dominions of Azilises, whose style of coinage, 
it is evident, that he continued 
bc 85 Sfauirtsus * BA2IAEfi2 BA21AEX1N, 
MErA AOY II A AI PISOT Maliarajasa Ma 

hatakasa P ahriskasa There is no king on 
the Arsacidan list, whose name is at all like 
Spalinsus , there is, therefore, no difficulty m 
setting him down, as an independent sovereign 
of Parthian extraction His name is some 
times read Ipalmsus 

n c 75 Spaiapius SnAATPlOT AIKAIOT 
AAEA<DOT TOT BA2lAEti2 Balahara Pu- 
tasa Dhamikasa S palapkarmasa There are 
many coins of this Parthian, but none in which 
he calls himself king For a long time the 
legend was read, as of a king Adelpliortes, but 
the Anan confirms the Fact, that he was only a 
\ice regent, son of Vonones, and perhaps bro- 
ther of Spahnsns 

s c 7Q TIte nameless great S&ter an wftese 

coins we find, in rather corrupt Greek, on the 
reverse always when there is a bust on tlie 

• Plate YIII , fcg 4 d Plate Mil 5 

t Plate \ II figs 23 and 26, Plate IX , fi e 's 1 2 and D 
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the Arian legend. Of this coin there are three 
perfect specimens in the Masson collection at the 
India House, and they do not verify the reading of 
Ayasa , for the letters under the standing figure 
on the reverse. Professor Wilson, who gives two 
engravings of the same coin, assigns it on this ac- 
count to Soter Megas, whose inscription, “great 
saviour king of kings,” without an}’ name, is clearly 
legible on the obverse. This discover}’ of a Soter 
Megas coin, so like in type to those of Azes, and 
with an Arian legend on the reverse, destroys 
much of the theory, which placed him in Sogb- 
diana and Bactria, at the period when Azes ruled 
in Kabool. His Greek is evidently of a later period 
than that of Azes, Azilises, Onones, Spalirisus, and 
Spalyrius; but it is purer than that of Vadopherres, 
Abagasus, Abalgasius, and that set of Parthians. 
We are disposed, on this account, to assign him a 
date intermediate, that is, cotemporary with Vikra- 
maditya, and anterior to Kadphiscs, and Kadphes 
Koranos, and the seat of his power will have been 
Bactriaj- Sogbdiana, and the Paropamisus. This 
date for the Soter Megas, king of kings, differs 
from that assigned to him by Professor Wilson, in 
so far as it places him after, instead of before, 
Vo nones. This Professor also has reversed the order 
we have given to Azes, Azilises, Spalyrius, and 
Spalirisus, besides excluding Vonones from the list. 
Our classlGcatioa places them as follows, 

B.C. 100. Vonones.* BAZIAUtS BAS1 Alins ML- 
• hre Plate VIII., 1, 2, and 3. 
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These coins, and others similar, of which the 
names have not been made out, but on which 
there is no Arian inscription, he assigns to these 
Scythians at that period. Professor Wilson, on 
the other hand, places Kodes amongst the Indo- 
Parthians. We think that the exclusive use 
of Greek for the inscriptions, defective as they 
are, on these coins, fixes their locality in Bactria 
or Soghdiana, north of the Imaus, and Paro- 
pamisan range, and precludes the supposition that 
they were Indian. But there is nothing what- 
soever to guide us, in the assignment of these 
coins to any particular race of Scythians, or to any 
period of time. The comparative corruption of the 
Greek letters leads to (he inference, that these 
Greek Scythians followed Azes, instead of preced- 
ing him, and so, ruling the tribes of Bactria 
and Soghdiana, were cotemporary with his direct 
successors in Kabool, and the Punjab. There is, on 
the reverse of the great Saviour's coins, the same 
mounted cavalier in a hawking attitude, that we 
find on the coins of Azes; the naked or wil 4 d horse 
of Bactria, or a horse’s head, is the common type of 
these unascertained Greco-Scythians, and is an older 
device. The title “ king of kings’* assumed by the 
2nTHP MErAC, aud also carried down by the 
Kadpiiises kings, is likewise of later date tbnngdj la* 
dicating extended dominion: the nameless kings, 
with Kodes, therefore, although mere local chiefs,such 
as now rule at Khooluni, Koondooz,and Bulkh, will 
hat epreceded the conquest of the Punjab, and Kabool 
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obverse, CflTHP METAC BACIAETC BAd- 
AExiN'. Of this king, as before observed, 
there are coins with an Arian legend, which 
James Prinsep and Professor Lassen ascribed 
to Azes. On all we find a peculiar mono- 
gram, with three prongs, the purport of which 
has not been discovered. With the addition 
of a prong, the same monogram was con- 
tinued in coins of Kadphises, and of the 
Kanerkis, but it is not found in those of the 
Hercules type, derived from Hermams. We 
consider the Soter Megas to have been cotera- 
porary, but not identified, with Vikramaditya, 
and, notwithstanding the ear : rings, we do not 
think he is established to have been Indian. 

But we have another series of Scythian coins, 
"itb no Arian inscription, and differing in other 
respects from those of the Azes dynasty. These 
have the name of Kodes, Hyrkodcs,* and several 
other names, not decypherable, and not of Greek 
origin, or extraction, though found written in 
Greek characters only, more or less corrupt. Pro- 
fessor Lassen, confining Azes as king of the Szu, or 
Sakas, to the K&bool valley, and Punjab, upon 
Chinese authority,supposcs the Tochnritribetohethc 
} cutcht, and places them with their Asian kings, 
in Upper Bactria and Soghdinna, towards the end 
or the second century before Christ, at which period 
ie gives western Bactria to the second Mithridates. 


* Set I’latc V. 
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These coins, and others similar, of which the 
names have not been made out, but on which 
there is no Arian inscription, he assigns to these 
Scythians at that period. Professor Wilson, on 
the other hand, places Kodes amongst the Indo- 
Parthians. We think that the exclusive use 
of Greek for the inscriptions, defective as they 
are, on these coins, fixes tlieir locality in Bactria 
or Soghdiana, north of the Imaus, and Paro- 
pamisan range, and precludes the supposition that 
they were Indian. But there is nothing what- 
soever to guide us, in the assignment of these 
coins to any particular race of Scythians, or to any 
period of time. The comparative corruption of the 
Greek letters leads to the inference, that these 
Greek Scythians followed Azes, instead of preced- 
ing him, and so, ruling the tribes of Bactria 
and Soghdiana, were cotemporary with his direct 
successors in Kabool, and the Punjab. There is, on 
the reverse of the great Saviour’s coins, the same 
mounted cavalier in a hawking attitude, that we 
find on the coins of Azes; the naked or wild horse 
of Bactria, or a horse’s head, is the common type of 
these unascertained Greco-Scythians, and is an older 
device. The title “ king of kings” assumed by the 
SftTHP MErAU, and also carried down by the 
Kadphiscs kings, is likewise of later date though in- 
dicating extended dominion: the nameless kings, 
with Kodes.therefore, although mere local chiefs, such 
as now Tule at Khoolum, Koondooz, and Bulkh, will 
havepreceded the conquest of the Punjab, and Kabool 
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by Vikramaditya, whose era, 56 years before Christ, 
dates from a victory obtained over Scythians in 
the Punjab India affords nothing but fables 
of the exploits of this great king, but Pro- 
fessor Larsen lias discovered, in a passage of the 
Pcnplus, a confirmation of the fact of his conquests, 
and general sovereignty , for, with reference to the 
city of Ozcne, which can be no other than Oojein, 
it is stated, that the ancient royal residence was 
there This, as the Professor pertinently remarks* 
can only refer to the reign of Vikramaditya, all 
other general sovereigns of India having had their 
capitals at Pahbothra in Behar, or at Kanouj, and 
Hustanapoora, on the Ganges, and Jumna The 
want of coins or inscriptions, of this Indian king, is 
much to be deplored , the more so, as we have in 
the pillar and rock inscriptions of Asoka, his pre- 
decessor by a century and a half, such undeniable 
evidence m support of what we find recorded of that 
king in Boodhist chronicles A similar much de 
Siderated testimony of Vikramadity may eventually 
he discovered by the researches of future archaeolo- 
gists, and after witnessing what has been done in 
respect to the great Asoka, we should be wrong 
indeed to despair At present we can only notice 
the hiatus occasioned by this Indian conquest, in 
the ■senes of our Arian and Kaboolian dynasties 
The recent numismatic discoveries afford, how 
ever, evidence of this Indian conquest, in the 
fact, that after this penod, we find Hindoo deities 
substituted for those of Grecian mythology, and 
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most so m the coins of those kings, who are sup 
posed to have followed nearest to his reign To 
these we will now proceed 
Vihraimditya’s dominion m the K&bool valley 
cannot have been lasting His empire in India 
even fell to pieces after his decease, and nearly a 
century elapsed before Chandrasena restored the 
sovereignty of Hmdoostan in its unity , Jus deatli, 
therefore, must have left his trans Indus conquests 
at the mercy of Scythian and Parthian adventurers 
Professor Lassen fixes the nse of Kadphises at this 
period , Professor Wilson places him half a century 
later As we recognize at least three kings of the 
Kadaphes, or Kadphises dynasty, their rule in the 
Kabool valley may cover both periods The earliest 
Kadphises, or Kadpluzes will, of course, be the king, 
whose name is found on the Arian reverse of tlie 
Hcrmceus coins of Hercules type, and again with 
the same reverse, and a head on the obverse, having 
the inscription in corrupt Greek, K.OPSOXO, 
KOZOTAO, kAA<I>IZOY At this time the chief 
had probably not assumed the regal title , for we 
find neither BA2IAEH2 on the obverse, nor its cor 
responding, Maharajasa, in the Anan of the reverse 
Further, we find nothing indicate e of any settled 
religion, for the Hercules worship was readily 
borrowed by v ild Scy thians from the Greeks, as a 
mere re\ erence of physical strength Tacitus 
notices that Gotarzes, of Parthia, took up that 
worship from the Scjthnns , it nas, therefore, 
common amongst them In the district of the 
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first nsc of Kadphises, which we suppose to be the 
Kohi sum, while Kabool ami its valley were subject 
to Indian rule, the chief seems to have retained his 
Scythian title, and rude worship of Hercules After- 
wards, overpowering the Indian governors, who fol- 
lowed Vikramadity a in the KAbool valley, and Pun- 
jab, lie, or Ins descendants, seem to ha\e adopted the 
Hindoo religion Tor when their power was fully 
established, we find the kings, dropping their Scy- 
thian style, and coining with the Greek titles of 
their predecessors, in their most arrogant form, 
viz , BAZIAEY2 BAZIAUlN MEFAS, and BAZI 
AEYS BA2IAEHN, 2X1TIIP MEFAS, and after as 
Burning this lofty title, we find a Kadphises king to 
be the first coiner of gold, in which coinage, as well 
as in the copper, and silver pieces of the same 
type, Siva m the mixed male and female character, 
and very generally accompanied by the Bull, Nandi, 
is uniformly substituted for the deities of the Gre 
cian mythology At this time, therefore, the 
Hindoo Brahmmical religion had become the state^ 
religion of the countries subject to the great king 
of kings, Kadphises, consequently upon the com- 
plete establishment of his sovereignty, m the place 
of the Indian successors of Vikramaditya In the 
time of Augustus Caesar, a letter in Greek was 
received at Rome from a king Porus, on the Indus, 
praying for assistance, and good offices This 
Indian king, we conceive, not improbably to be the 
Hindoo Raja, expelled by Kadphises, which would 
allow a period of half a century for the full growth 
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of the power of this race of kings. The fast in- 
creasing corruption of the Greek letters on the 
Kadphises coins, is consistent with the notion of a 
gradual rise of power, extending over a period of 
this duration, and cotemporaneous with the reign 
of Augustus Caesar ; that is, ending with the com- 
mencement of our era. 

Professor Lassen, seeking from Chinese history 
some means of illustrating the rise of this Kadphises 
dynasty, finds it stated that Khioutchi-ouhi, or 
Kiutsui-Kio, a Yuchi, or Yeutchi, White Hun 
(which race he considers to be the same as the 
Tochari, or Turks, but Professor Wilson considers 
to be the Get®), conquered the Szus, or Azes Scy- 
thians, in ghout 40 n.c., and dying at the advanced 
age of 84 years, his son Yenkao-ching, prosecuted 
his career of victory, and reduced the Indus valley, 
and Punjab to subjection, in about 20 b.c. The 
time and circumstances of these conquests corres- 
pond exactly with what we suppose to be the career 
of the Kadphises kings ; but the names are sadly 
metamorphosed, and scarcely recognizably It is 
time, however, to lay before the reader the numis- 
matic testimony that we possess, and which, as be- 
fore stated, we consider as establishing the exist- 
ence of three kings of this race. 

■50 s. c. Kossaxa K&zovlo Kadphises (Arias) 
Dhama -j — j- rata Kujulakasa Sabashakha ? 
Kadaphasa. The inscriptions on these coins 
have been ascertained by the collation of many 
specimens : we have given two of the most per- 
il 
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feet, in the annexed plates, No 7, Plate IV , 
and No 9, Plate IX The reading of the Anan 
inscription is not jet quite conclusive, nor have 
we any “atisfactorj explanation of it The name, 
Kujuh Ktidphe*, seems established, and it is 
worth} of remark, that on none of the coins of 
Hercules type, is there any monogram, or em- 
blem, to connect the coinage with that of other 
known, or supposed, Scy tlnans With Her 
mams alone is there the shghest link of con- 
nection, not so with other coins of tins name 
and race, as will be presently seen 
20 bc ZxTnos Kadaphes Khoranos, ZA0OT, 
KAAA<1>E2 XOPANOT The Anan legend is 
not yet settled, for though many specimens 
of this coinage have been discovered, all are 
defective at the same part Like the first 
Kadpluzes, or Kadphises, this king placed his 
head, or bust on the obverse, with a Greek 
legend,* and the head is filletted, to denote 
royalty , though the title BA5IAET2 is want 
mg On the reverse is a sitting figure, n ith 
the arm extended, and wearing a loose flowing 
Indian dress, but whether the figure is my 
thological, Hindoo, or Greek, is not apparent 
Professor Lassen inclines to think ZA0OS 
undXOPANOS to be titles, but, whether titles, 
or names they clearly distinguish this king 
from Ins predecessor, Korso Kojoules, of the 
Hermfeus, and Hercules type, besides which, 

* See Non 4 fo 8 P/afe IX 
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tlie Zathos coins have on them monograms 
corresponding exactly with those on the Azes 
coins, No 522, Plate VII , and No 8, Plate 
VIII , which would seem to indicate, that the 
Kadphiscs rule, under the Zathos sovereign, 
had been extended over *orac new district of 
tlie kingdom of Azes It is clear, that the 
Siva worship had not been yet established as 
the state religion of this dynasty 
5no VonEMO Kadphises BA2IAET2 BAS1AEX1N 
CnTHP BIETAS OOHMOKAA^ICOG, some- 
times OONMO, and OOK.MO, from corruption 
of the letters The entire inscription is found 
on copper coins,* having on the obverse the 
king, standing, in a Tartar drees, with coat, 
boots, and cap, his right hand pointing down 
wards to an altar, or pile ofloaves, and having 
a trident separate on one side, and a club on 
the other The reverse Ins the Siva, and 
Nandi bull, not mistaheable One silver com 
onlj of Kadphises has yet been found, having 
the same inscription omitting the word Soter 
Tlie gold comsf °f this king with the same 
reverse, or with Siva alone, without Nandi, 
liav e the bust of the king, with the Tartar cap, 
or the king sitting on a throne of state, or the 
king m his chariot drawn by two horses 
and the Greek legend is simplj BA5IAET2 
OOHMOKAAtflCHC 

On all the corns whether of gold, silver, or 

• See Plate Fv. No 10 
t s , p’ i* I\ No 11 , and P' ' \ 
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copper, which hare tbe title BAEIAETE, there is to 
be found the monogram, winch corresponds 
with the monogram on the coins of the nameless 
XflTII P METAS, except that it has four, instead of 
three prong-* , and on mc^t of them we find a fur 
tlier monogram,'^’, borrowed from the undecy- 
pher ed coin, given as ISo 2, Plate V , which has on 
the obverse a mounted wamor, and on the reverse 
a Hercules crowned by two figure**, one a winged 
victor} . The Anan legends, on the reverse of all 
the Kadphises coins of this clas^, have been care- 
full} collated, and contain several new letters 
which are ranou-d} decyphered Mr James Pnn=ep 
read the entire inscription, thus — Maharajasa 
Hajadhi Rajasa Sabatracha thacha Afahiharasa 
dhi RTakadphishasa STandata On some coins 
however, be found before tbe name, S abal 
lasa Saviratasa jifahichhttasa, and on the gold 
coins Vavahtma IZadphisasa, corresponding with 
OOHAIO, before the same name m Greek The 
meaning of this legend, as first given, he rendered 
** Of the- great sovereign, king of kings everywhere 
seizing the earth, Dhima (or Vohima) Kadphises 
the sa\ lour " Professor Lassen adopts this reading, 
modified co as to make \ alnma always correspond 
with the Greek OOHMO Professor Wil-on 
reads ATaharajasn Rajadhi Rajasa Sabatraphati 
rahama ha varaha JZapsisasa dhanasa , but he 
is not c ure of this reading, and bases it on die 
unique silver com of this king He does not 
attempt the translation 

The only thing certain we gather from the-e 
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readings is, that wherever BAXfAETX is on the 
Greek obverse, Maharaja is to be found in the 
Anan legend of the reverse, and not otherwise , 
which seems to prove, that the regal title was not 
assumed, until the issue of the gold coinage, with 
its corresponding silver, and copper pieces Korso 
Kozoulo, Koranos, and Zathos, therefore, if titles, 
were something short of royalty Assuming the 
gold coinage to have been issued about the period 
of our era, there are sufficient varieties forthcoming, 
to indicate, either one long reign, or a succession of 
princes, using similar titles and types, and extend 
ing for the penod of half a century Professors 
Lassen and Wilson carry the dynasty of Kadpbises 
through the whole of the first century of our era, 
and then consider it to have been overpou ered by a 
fresh swarm of Scythians, under the Kanerki kings 
There is evidence, however, to a partial restoration 
of the Greco Parthian sovereignty, which, though 
not very authentic, is not to be lightly set aside 
Philostratus, in his account of Apollonius Tyanens, 
describes this religious pretender, as leaving the 
court of the Parthian king, Bard ones, in order to 
travel to India by the northern route, through Bae 
tna, said then to be the easier , and the journey is 
given with such particulars, as must have been the 
result of enquiry Opon crossing the ihd'us to 
Toxila, Apollonius found a king established there, 
who conversed with him tn Greek, and 
name nas Pbmhates His territory, it is 
stated, extended to the passes, from tludfcSti^of 
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Kabool, into Bnctria Now, though this account of 
Apollonius was written in the time of Sererus, a 
century after Ins death, and is a tissue of lies, put 
together to deceive the world, still, such a fact, as 
that a king Phrahates reigned in the Punjab, and 
Kabool \alle3, contemporaneously with Bardanes of 
Parthia, would not have been stated, if, at the time 
of writing the history, such had not been the re 
ceived notion , and if, in the age of Severus, such 
a piece of information was generally received, and 
believed, we surely cannot, at this late period, re 
ject it as unfounded On the contrary, we have in 
the coins of Undopherres and Gondophares, who 
both called tliemsehes Phrabata jn their Anan 
legends, a confirmation of the fact that, •Phrahates 
was not an imaginary king The corruption of the 
Greek legends on the coins of these Parthian kings, 
is consistent with the notion, that thej followed, 
instead of preceding, the Kadplnses dj nasty, we 
incline, therefore, to assign to them a date, in the 
middle of the first century of our era, between the 
Kadphises, and Kanerki races of kings 

For the reasons thus stated we suppose, that 
during the ascendancy of the Kadplnses’ hmg«. 


the Greco Parthian party was not extinguished, 
but, holding out in various free cities, and comma 
nities, made terms of submission, abiding their 
time to re assert tboir independence, and that tbe^ 


fomjjjjt *hat time, in the middle of the first centurj 
SEJUt, era From coins we have the following 
kmgfc^Ckings for tins period, and their assumption 
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of the lofty title of the Parthian king, shows that 
their dominion must for the time have been exten- 
sive 

a d 40 Undopheubes, whom first we fiud calling 
himself BA21AEX22 2THP02, in mutation of 
the Hercules type coins of Hermreus, and of 
Korso Kadphises, (See plate IV , Nos 8, 9, 10, 
and 11,) and afterwards BAStAEilX BA2I 
AEilEN MErAAOT, (See plate VIII Nos 0 and 
7,) Arian, Maharajasa Raja rajasa Trada 
tasa Mahatasa Pharahitasa * The change of 
titles seems clearly to mark this king, as the 
founder of his race and dynasty, and he seems 
to have retained the title of Saviour in his 
A nail legend, after dropping it in the Greek 
ad 55 Gondopherhes, or Gondophahes, who 
also called himself king of kings, Maharaja 
and Raja raja, and took the same Arian name 
of Pharahitasa (Sec plate VIII No 9 ) 
a d 70 Abagasus, king of kings Arian A bak 
hafasa This name is, by Professoi Lassen, 
supposed to be identical with VologeSes but 
the supposition is built on the idea, that these 
Ano Parthian coins were, of necessity, coins 
of Pn thian kings, whereas it seems much more 
rational to ascribe them to Parthians, who esta- 
blished for themselves a separate and inde 
pendent sovereignty in Kabool, and the Para 
pamisus 

k d 80 ABALGAsrtrs The Greek legends of these 

• Captain Cunningham reads the name Undopl orata 
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coins, (Nos XI and 12, plate VIII ) are so 

corrupt, ns to be scarcely decipherable The 
name, however, is legible, and Captain Cun 
n ingham, who published the coins in the 
Asiatic Journal of Calcutta, made out the 
Ai tnn legend to be, “ Maharajasa tradatasa 
Abagasasa Andopfiara Khudra putrcisa ” “Of 
the saviour king Abagasu9, younger son of 
Undopherres ’ 

Pahores, king of kings, whose com,* with bilin 
qual Greek and Arian legend, was found by Colo 
nel Stacey, in Kandahar, we do not suppose to be 
of the Undopherres dynasty, the head, and general 
style being so very different The coin may belong 
to the brother of Vologeses, successor to Gotarzes, 
for Josephus tells us, that, on this king sfirstaccession, 
he made over the province of Media (which of course 
would include Khorasan, and as much of Ariam 
as belonged at the time to Parthia,) tu his younger 
brother Pakores, and Armenia to another brother 
Tiridates There is no reason whatever to suppose 
that this Pakores had sovereignty in Kabool, or on 
the Indus, and lie seems not to have held power 
long for the general sovereignty of Vologeses was 
very soou re established over the entire Parthian 
dominions 

The above Ano partbian supposed dynasty brings 
down the history of Kabool, and the Punjab, to the 
close of the first century of our era when we find 


• See Fig 13 Plate, No VIII 
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a new race of Scythian kings, issuing gold, and 
copper money, of quite a different device, and style, 
from any before current These bear the name of 
Kanerkes, at first with the title of BA2IAET2 BA2I- 
AEftN, in the nominative, and the king's name 
KANHPKOT in the genitive, (See Nos 12 and 14, 
phte VIII ) but afterwards, with the Indian title of 
Rao Nano Rao substituted, and the number, and 
varieties of the Kanerki coins, betoken a long do 
mimon for kings of the race 

The great peculiarities of tins coinage are, first, 
that no com of the Kanerhis has yet been Found 
bilingual on all, the only characters are Greek, 
but these become at last so corrupt, as to be quite 
illegible • Secondly, The king standing, or in 
bust to the waist, is given alwnj s on the obverse, in 
n Tartar or Indian dress, with the name and titles 
in a Greek legend round, while on the reverse we 
have Mithraic representations of the San, or Moon, 
with HAIOS, NANAI A, OkPO.MlOPO, MAO, A0PO 
or ^omc other mystical name of these luminaries, 
also in Greek letters and. Thirdly, upon all the 
coins of Kanerki kings, the same monogram 
is found, as was used by the Kadphisea dj nasty, 
after assuming the title of “ king of kings, ’ being 
borrowed apparently from the nameless Sotcr Mcgas 
This would seem to indicate, that the Kanerki dy- 
nasty, though interrupted as we suppose by the 
intervention of Atio Partlnans, was jet a continu- 
ance of the same tribe and natton, as its predeces- 
sors of the name of Kadphisc« A \orj few of the 
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Kanerki coins have been found, with the Siva and 
Bull device on the reverse, the bull's head being 
to the left. Instead of, as in the coins of Kadphises, 
to the right. This seems to indicate, that the Hindoo 
religion was not wholly discountenanced, and re- 
jected. But the Mithraic worship sa much pre- 
dominates, that we are compelled to look upon tins 
latter as the state religion of the Kanerkis, whence 
derived is still matter for learned discussion and 
controversy.* 

The Kanerki, and Oerki, coins are not sufficiently 
distinct, to enable us to give, seriatim, a list or 
catalogue of the different sovereigns. Their power 
must have continued for more than two centuries, 
for we find, in the topes that have been opened, 
Kanerki coins, along with those of Kadphises, 
and other predecessors of the race, mixed with 
coins of the Sassanian kings of the third and fourth 
century of our era. During the entire period of 
the sovereignty of this race, Greek, corrupt doubt- 
less to the last degree, but still recognisable as 
Greek, and no other character, is found upon any 
of its coins. The use of this character does not 
seem to have ceased with the Kanerkis, for we find 
the same continued, with a sovereign represented 
as riding upon an elephant, and called, so far as 
the name and title can be decyphered, Jtao nana 

* Nanaia is traced to Armenia In plate V , fig 7, we give 
after Wilson, the earliest numismatic evidence of the name and 
worship The name round the bu9t of the obverse is so fir 
lost, that we discover only that it begins with D. and ends with 
BIS.ES, winch shows it to be Persian 
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Ilao Kenorano See plate IX , No 13, and plate 
XII , 10 to 15 

After tins, the Greek characters yielded to Sans 
crit, and we give two of the plates prepared by 
Mr James Prmsep, purposely to show, how the 
style and device, of the gold coinage especially, 
both of Kudphises, and the Kanerkis, was carried 
on till it grew more and more corrupt, and was at 
last entirely lost, through the deterioration of art, 
under the princes of Hindoo race, who succeeded 
to the more energetic Greeks and Scythians 

Professor Wilson has added to his work notices 
of the Sassaman, and of Hindoo, and early Maho 
medan coins, found in Afghanistan and Upper 
India These form a separate subject, with which 
at present we have nothing to do , but before con 
eluding we would offeT a few more observations re 
gardmg the language found upon the new coins, 
which we have called Arian, and not Bactrian, be 
cause there is no evidence of its being the language 
of the countries watered by the Ovus and Jaxartes 
Although the Greek characters outhied the 
Anan, upon the money of the Punjab and of the 
Kubool valley, we have proof in the Amn inscrip 
tions, found on the stones and relics of topes in both 
region®, that Anan only was the written language 
of general use, when Greek was quite extinct 
Tins language was adopted, first by the Greek 
kings, from Eucratules down to Hermaius, it 
was then taken up by the Scythians who crossed 
the Paropaumus Ini ms, or Hindoo koush, and 
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also by Partlnans, who asserted their indepen- 
dence in Afghanistan wo conclude, therefore, 
it must have been the vernacular language of 
the Pnroparmsan range, of Kabool, and perhaps 
of Herat, and Kandahar, we find it also in the 
topes of Mamkjala in the Punjab Now the first 
thing to be observed of the language is, that, 
unlike both Greek and Sanscrit, it is written semi- 
tically from right to left But while the art of 
writing was in its infancy, and each character had 
a separate and distinct form, never joined into a 
running hand, it mattered little whether the charac- 
ters were placed in one order, or in the other We 
know that the earliest Greek was written alter 
nately, as a plough is driven, and the tombs of 
Tuscan Lings, recently opened in Italy, contain 
inscriptions in Greek characters, written like the 
Anan from right to left The Mongolians also, who 
adopted the Syrian alphabet, write it in lines 
downwards like the Chinese consequently, as 
the Anan wntten characters are always found 
with the letters disjoined, in a pnmitne form, 
we are not disposed, on account of the order of 
arrangement, to conclude that the language has a 
Semitic origin, or any close affimt} with the Ian 
guages of that class We find, on the contrary, 
that all the Anan words jet read, which represent 
epithets, or titles, such as the words for “king,’ for 
“saviour., for *yu&, “viVastarous.* “wKaoqwred/ 

11 metonons are pure Sinscnt meaning the 

same thing precisely in that language 
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For BAXlAEflS we have MaTiarajasa. 

MErAAOX il TaJiatasa. 

I3A2IAEI22 BAX1AEJIN Jiajadirajasa. 

AIKAIOY JDhamihasa. 

NIXHOOPOT Jyadharasa. 

EniO>ANOT2 Tejamasa. 

ANIKHTOT Apatihatasa. 

For Son Putasa, $rc. &rc* 

This is evidence of very close affiuity with Sans- 
crit, and leads to the hope that by a farther use of 
the coins, as a key for settling the alphabet, the 
dialects of Sanscrit, and the Poosktoo especially, 
way be applied, to the complete decyphering, and 
translation of the inscriptions in Arian characters, 
which have been found on the relics in topes, 
and on rocks, and other remains of the period of 
its use. Fac-similes of several of these inscriptions 
have been made, and are now in the hands of 
Professor Lassen, from whose learniug and inge- 
nuity we hope the best result. We know that this 
work occupied the latest attention of Mr. James 
Prinsep, who was confident, that through the 
coins, the language being ascertained to be of 
Sanscrit origin, a sufficient clue existed for the 
complete development of the antiquarian treasures 
locked up in the inscriptions ; indeed, that he 
considered himself to have already mastered the 
first difficulties of decyphering them, and to be in 
progress towards the full ascertainment of the 
meaning of one at least, if not of two of these 
inscriptions. 

• See Plate XIII. for tie forms of letters. 
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Tlte wort lie left incomplete, remains to be 
accomplished b) those who continue to feel interest, 
and to give attention to these researches, and we 
look to Professor Lassen, in particular, for an early 
solution through these inscriptions, of the problems, 
he lias himself so largely raided, in respect to the 
history and antiquities of the Paropamisan regions 
A further remark we have to make m respect 
to this Anan language, is, that it seems to have 
superseded the ancient Sanscrit of the da)s of 
Asoka, which was adopted by Agathocles and 
Pantaleon, the first of whom we know, from the 
pure Greek style of his other corns, to be one of 
the earliest of the Grecian kings If these two 
kings had not found the Sanscrit language in use, 
they would scarcely have placed it on their 
coins After them, however, the Sanscrit charac 
ters were entirely disused Menander, the known 
Indian conqueror, ne\er seems to Iiaie adopted, 
or at least to have coined with, the language 
of Asoka from which circumstance we infer, that 
the characters on the coins of Agathocles and 
Pantaleon were not vernacular, but had been in 
troduced by the Indian sovereigns, who, following 
the first Chandra Goopta retained dominion over 
the provinces ceded bj the first Seleucus, until 
they were restored bj Asoka to the Great Autio 
chus This hypothesis onlj will explain, both the 
adoption of Sanscrit by the governors left by Antio 
chus in those provinces, and the early discon 
tmuauce of the character 

Again, Anan characters only are found on the 
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vases, relics, and stones, discovered on excavating 
the tumuli, or topes, as well of tlie Punjab, as of 
Jelalabad, and Kabool This seems to prove, that at 
the time of tlie erection of these topes, the Amn 
was not only the vernacular language of the dis- 
tricts where they stand, but the language also of 
the priests, and people concerned m preparing the 
vases, and articles used in the funeral obsequies of 
the great If Brahman priests or Boodhist Sra 
'manas had been employed, they assuredly would 
have used tlie characters, and language of India, 
viz those of the coins of Agatliocles, and Pantaleon, 
already once before introduced into these regions 
Scythian priests, again, would have brought the 
forms of writing, in use beyond the Jaxartes, and 
BelontTag mountains And, as Greek was always, 
so long as it lasted, the more honored language, 
being that found on the obverse of the corns, it is 
difficult to understand, why the same language 
should not have been used, in preference to the 
Anan, for inscriptions on the funeral paraphernalia 
All these are questions, which the decyphcnng of a 
few of the inscriptions will set for ever at rest 
In the hope of drawing more general attention 
to them, and perhaps of eliciting a successful dis- 
play of ingenuity, m quarters, where the material, 
upon which to exercise it, might otherwise be want 
ing, we give in two separate plates,* transcripts of 
two Anan inscriptions, taken with great care, for 


* Flat® X\ I and \\ II 
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submission to tiic late Mr. James Prinsep. 1 
arc the inscriptions referred to in the last papi 
wrote upon Bactrian relics, which was publi 
in the Journal of the Asiatic Society, for July, 1 
In his note book, is an analysis of.one of tl 
and tentative readings of both, winch we also 
imt to help the student, who may devote hin 
to the task of decyphering them. We have < 
one wish — to see the end attained, to see extrai 
from these inscriptions, some undeniable evidei 
In support, or confutation of the conjectures, 
have here put together,* and so to obtain for 
time, a record of facts and circumstances, that n 
be added confidently to the historical remains, 
ages and of regions, which for many reasons i 
objects of interest, and of increasing curiosity. 

In order that nothing may be wanting to the 
who undertake the decyphering of these inscri 
tions, we have judged it right, before bringing the 
pages to a conclusion, to reprint, from the Journ 
of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta , the substance < 
General Court’s report of his finding that of Man, 
kya la, which is evidently the fullest, and moi 
important, in one of the topes or tumuli he ther 
opened. We add also, an account, with drawings 
of the relics, previously obtained by General Venturi 
in the larger tope, he had opened some time before 
in the same vicinity, upon which also there are in- 
scriptions in the same Arian characters. The pos- 
session of the copper plates of these latter, prepared 
by Mr. James Prinsep for his Journal, enables us 
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to give tlic whole complete. But we haie to point 
out, that when first these relics came to hand, the 
Anan characters were quite unknown They had 
not then been ascertained, and dccyphcrcd, bymeans 
of the bilingual Greek and Armn coins It hence 
happened, that in the plate of General Ventura’s 
relics, published in the Journal, the Anan inscrip 
tions were given with the wrong side uppermost 
Those obtained from Mr Mas&on, havmg been so 
forwarded, led to the others also being similarly 
transcribed In the present plate we have corrected 
this error 

The following is an abstract of General Court’s 
description of Mamkyala, and of Ins examination 
of the topes there 

Mamkyala 13 the name of a small village situated 
on the high road from Attok to Lahore, a little more 
than half way between the place first named, and 
the city of Jhilum It is built on the ruins of a very 
ancient city of unknown origin, but the geogra 
pineal position of the ruins, and particularly the 
abundance of coins found in them, affords the pre- 
sumption that this city must have been the capital 
of all the country between the Indus and Ilydaspes, 
a country which the ancients knew by the name of 
Taxil a and of winch frequent mention is made in 
the history of Alexander 

There is at Mamkyala a vast and massive 
cupola of great antiquity It is visible at a consi 
derable distance, havmg a height of about 80 feet, 
with a circumference of 310 or 320 feet It is 
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solitll) built of quarried stones with lime cement 
The outer Jajer is of sandstone In the interior, 
the masonrj is of granite and sandstone, mixed with 
a porous limestone 1 he outer surface is now «o 
worn and furrowed, that it is not difficult to climb 
to the summit, which, when the building was new, 
must bate been impossible The architecture is 
simple, the only ornament is a range of small 
columns near the base, having ram’s heads for their 
capital^, which, however, are now scarcely distin- 
guishable This is the tope opened General 
Ventura 

Monuments of the same kind are met with at 
llawul Pi mli (in the Punjab), in the Huzara coun 
trj west of Kabool, at Jelalabad (many of which 
hate since been opened by Mr Masson, and the 
relics of which are reported in Professor V ilson’s 
Anana Antiqua), also at Lagman, Kabool, and 
Bamean, and in the Khybur Pa»s 

Amongst the ruins of Mamhyala, are fifteen 
other cupolas, smaller than that above described 
These were all opened by Genera! Court, and one 
in particular, distant about a cannon shot to the 
N N E of the present village, afforded rich mate- 
rials Amongst the coins were some genuine 
Roman pieces,* and the stone which served as a 
covering to the niche, which contained the relics, was 

* See Journal of Aantic Society, for November 1834, for 
plates, of these Roman coin«, which are of the first Ctesara, and 
of the Triumvirate 
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found sculptured all oier with inscriptions It is 
from a wax impression of these inscriptions, that the 
annexed lithographic plate nas prepared carefully 
hy the late Mr Jnmcs Prmsep 
The cupola of the tope, winch contained these 
relics, was so dilapidated,:^ almost to Iiax c escaped 
notice Its height originally raaj hate been fiO or 
70 feet It was pierced by General Court, from the 
centre of the summit, with a hole of about 20 feet 
diameter The materials were a coarse concrete, 
very porous The first discovery was of four copper 
coins, three feet only from the upper surface, one is 
of Kadphisea, the other three of Kanerhes Below 
this were large blocks, which made it difficult to 
Penetrate the masonry On working ten feet 
through these, a rectangular cell was found, built 
with dressed stones firmly united with mortar 
The cell wa3 in the form of a paralellogram, having 
its four sides corresponding with the four cardinal 
points, and at the top was one massive slab, upon 
■^hich were the inscriptions In the centre of the 
cell stood a copper urn, Tound which were placed 
symmetrically, eight medals of copper, much cor 
faded, but with sufficient left of the stamp and 
device, to show two to be of the Kadpluaes type, and 
the rest Kancikis The urn waa carefully envc 
loped in a wrapper of white linen, adhering tightly, 
hut which fell to shreds when the urn was handled 
In the copper urn was a smaller silver one the 
space being filled with an earthy paste impregnated 
with verdigTis and still moist, there was found in 
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tins pasty substance, a thread, or string, tied in a 
knot, which *il«o, on being handled, was reduced to 
powder The siher of this in tenor va e c was quite 
corroded, «o as to break into piece* * V itbm it 
was a much smaller \cc e cl of gold, bedded in the 
same brown paste, along with «etcn silver coins, all 
evidently Roman The gold xe<=cl contained four 
small gold coins of Greco Sc^ tin an tjpc, all Xa- 
nerkts, and two precious stones, with four decayed 
pearls bored as for ear nng« 

The di«co\erv of the inscription led to a re 
examination of the opening, made by General Ven- 
tura in the large tope at the same place, but no 
stone could he found there with any trace of letters, 
nor were inscriptions found m other topes opened 
at Manikjala b} General Court 

General Ventura’s operations for opening the 
large tope, were commenced on the 27 th of April, 
1830, at the bottom of the cupola on the «outh *ide, 
but, finding there nothing but rubbish, be recom 
menced from the summit At the depth of three 
feet, he met with six coins and after penetrating to 
twelve feet, the building was of «olid large quarried 
stones through which the work was earned on 
with difficulty On reaching ten feet below the 
surface of thi3 ma«onry, another coin was found m 
a clod of earth, and at the depth of twenty feet, one 

* The General probably mistook lead, or tin for silrer, for 
the corrosion of silver when the copper was nearly perfect, is 
setrcelr intelligible 
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"lUcmnd six copper coin*! * Two dajs afterwards 
the workmen reached a box of iron or copper, which 
was broken bj their pickaxes, and contained a 
small box of pure gold, (Tig 1 Plate XIV ) in the 
centre of which w as an opal The box contained 
a gold com, weighing 122 grains, of the Kanerhi 
race, the Greek very corrupt, ( Tig 2 Plate 
MV) also a gold seal ring set with a sapphire, 
having a Pahlai ee inscription, (Tig 3 Plate XIV ) 
a small bit of rub) (Balas or Buduksliany), three 
small silver coins without stamp, n Sassaman silver 
coin, (Fig 8 Plate XIV ) of a tj pc corresponding 
with that assigned b) Longpener to king Sarbaraz, 
who reigned only forty da)s, and on the margin of 
winch both he and Professor Wilson read the 
Maliommedan Bismillah Mr James Pnnsepconsi* 
dered this to be a coin of Sapor II because of the 
crescent and wings at the top of the crown, or head 
dress, but the subject was not then so well under- 
stood a9 at present There were also found, two 
other Sassaman coins, of types not given in Long- 
pener, but having Deva nagn legends, (Nos 10, 11 
Plate XIV ) From a more perfect specimen of No 
1 1, obtained through Sir A Bumes, its Deva nagn 
legend was read by Mr James Prmsep thus — Svi 
hitivira Atran cka parameswara sn Vahitigan deia- 

• General Ventura unfortunately mixed these coins, bo as to 
bo unable afterwards to discriminate, wh cli ■were found at 
each of these different depths, but all were apparently of the 
same age as the Sassan an coins, that is as late as the fifth 
uentury 
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Janita. A rude silver coin of India, corrupted 
from the Kanerhi type, and evidencing a very 
modern date for this deposit, completed the list of 
articles belonging to it. 

Not satisfied with the discovery thus made, 
General Ventura proceeded with the perforation, 
until on the 25th of May it had been carried to the 
depth of forty-five feet. There on lifting a large 
quarried stone, a similar was found below, with 
a bole excavated in its centre, wherein was de- 
posited a copper box, (Fig. 12. Plate XIV.) with 
the lid decaj'ed, and having inside a piece of cloth, 
(Fig, 13), a chrystal drop, (Fig. 14), and a small 
cylinder of pure gold (Fig. 15.) Carrying the 
excavation yet further, a copper coin was found at 
the depth of fifty-four feet, and three more Sassa- 
nian coins, with some trifling articles, all much 
corroded. 

On the last day of May, at the depth of sixty- 
four feet, an immense slab was reached, which laid 
open a chamber, built up with stone and cement. 
In this was a box of copper, (Fig. 19. Plate XV.) 
filled with a brown liquid substance, which upon 
analysis was found to contain decomposed animal 
substance. Inside of this, was a turned brass box, 
well preserved, and showing still the marks of the 
turning tool, but with the top broken off; on the 
lid of the box was an Arian inscription, punctured 
circularly as showti in Fig. 20. Plate XV. In the 
brass box, were five copper coins of the Kanerki, 
and Kenorano type (Figs. 28 to 32), and a cylinder 
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of pure gold, all bedded in the liquid brown sub- 
stance above mentioned The cylinder opened with 
a lid fitting inwards, and contained some fragments 
of amber, or glass, and a small piece of string, (Fig 
23 Plate XV) together with a small gold com 
(Fig 24 Plate XV) weighing thirty grams, (a 
semi drachma), of the type Kanerhi Koranos, also 
a plain disc of silver, be iring two lines of Arian 
characters deeply cut, (Fig 26 Plate XV ) 
A small piece of gold, (Fig 25 Plate XV ) com- 
plete the list of these relics, all which were pre- 
sented b) General Ventura to Mr James Prmsep, 
and now form part of the cabinet belonging to 
las estate 

General Ventura earned the excavation after- 
wards to the foundation below the masonry, but 
found nothing more wc have, therefore, in the 
above relics, the first and most ancient deposit of 
this tope The coins forbid our ascribing it to a 
period earlier than the reign of Kenorano, the latest 
of the Kanerhis, if lie was at all of that race We 
find, however, that while the coins have still the 
Greek legends, the inscriptions on all the relics 
are exclusively Arian This is the case as well m 
this tope, as in that afterwards opened by General 
Court 

It is probable that General Courts was the more 
ancient of the two, for in that we find Roman coins 
mixed with those of Kanerti and Kadphises, but 
none of Kenorano, the Elcpli mt mounted king, 
and none S'wsaman la both, lion ever, the in- 
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scriptions arc nil in the snme character and, with 
this statement of the circumstances attending their 
discovery, we commit them again to the inge 
nmty and research of the learned They have 
already been published, with the same plates, in 
the pages of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Calcutta 

Mr Masson, excited by the interest evinced rc 
garding the relics obtained from the topes of Ma 
inky ala, opened as vve ha\e before stated, very 
many at Darantn, and Hulda, near Jclalabad, 
and m other parts of the Kabool valley The 
particulars of his discoveries will be found given 
at length, in Professor Wilson’s Ariana Antiqua, 
to which we refer our readers Two inscriptions, 
however, found on a cylinder extracted by Mr Mas 
son, from a tope at Jelalabad, are given m Plate 
XV , as published originally in Calcutta, along with 
the Manikyala relics They were forwarded by 
this gentleman to Calcutta in 1834, with the first 
notice of Ins discoveries in this branch of archeeo 
logy Our repetition of the publication will not, 
therefore, we feel assured, be regarded as an usur 
pation of Ins right in them, but it is proper to 
make the acknowledgment, that these are a part of 
his labours, and as such will be found also in the 
pages of Professor Wilson 

One thing seems to bs proved by these late 
searches into the interior of the topes or tumuli of 
the Punjab and Kabool valley, namely, that they 
are sepulchral monuments erected for the deposit 
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nnd preservation of the nrns, in which the ashes, 
and uneonsumed remains of persons of distinction 
were collected, after burning their bodies on the 
funeral pile. Arrian expressly tells ns that it was 
not the custom in India to erect expensive tombs 
to kings ; but we 'know that eight stupas, or topes, 
nearly similar in form to these, were erected over the 
remains of Sakhya Boodh, after his body had been 
burnt in Behar. The inscription on the slab, which 
closed the chamber of the tope, opened by General 
Court, contains letters, which are unmistakeably 
“ Maharajasa,” being identical with those letters 
on the biliugual coins. That tope, therefore, must 
have contained the remains of a king, and we 
infer, that he was a king of the Kanerki race, from 
the coins of this type being the latest found in 
them. But it is singular, that the gold coins found 
in the interior cylinder, have neither the title of 
Maharaja, nor its Greek equivalent BAZIAEY2, Rao 
nano rao, being the words of their legend, which 
are supposed later titles. This adds to the curios- 
J ty that must he felt, to decypher, and settle the 
interpretation of the entire inscription, in which 
We recognise the earlier title. The coins and relics 
found at different depths, above the lower chamber 
in both topes, may, not improbably, he similar re- 
mains of members of the same family, who 
died while the topes were in course of erection, 
or not very long after their completion. The 
deposit of coins, made with each sepulchral 
urn, seems to be a custom derived from the Greeks, 
to provide the soul of the deceased with Charon’s 
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fee But wo have jet no evidence that the 
erection of topes was a practice of the Greek colo- 
nists, for, m no single tope yet opened, has there 
been any Greek inscription found, or coin of a 
Grecian king, or other relic referable to the 
known institutions of that race The topes seem 
to be of Scythian origin, and arc in all respects 
analogous to the mounds, and tumuli, left by 
invaders of the Scythian and Gothic race, m 
all parts of the world, overrun, or traversed by 
them But it seems strange, that, while we know 
that the coins of Menander and Apollodotus formed 
the general currency of these regions, Roman 
coins should be sought out to be deposited with the 
inmost relics, to the exclusion of these 

Kupoordigiri, where the other Anan inscription 
referred to above was found, is a town in the midst 
of ruins situated about forty miles N E from Pes 
hawur The inscription was on a large stone, from 
which a part had been broken off Sir A Bumes 
furnished, together with a copy made from sight, 
an impression taken from the stone itself with wet 
paper and lamp black It is from these collated, 
that the copy was made, which has been found in 
Mr James Pnnsep's Note book, and from which 
Plate XVII is taken On the plate of the Kupour 
digin inscription, we give an analysis of that 
of Mamkyala, made by Mr James Pnnscp, and 
found afso in bis Note 600L From the same source, 
we give two tentative readings of both the Kupoor- 
digin, and ManikyaH inscriptions These were 
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found imperfect, and cannot be considered as the 
final readings, which Mr. James Prinsep contem- 
plated publishing with an interpretation, but was 
prevented executing, by the attack, of paralysis, 
which terminated in his decease. We give them 
only as materials to help future labourers in the 
same field. 


Tentative Readings of Kupoordigiri inscription, 
Plate XVII. 

First — Parslutama ja ra fea dhi — raj as a 

tee 

Sataya ea tetare sarke u chetlnya, 
bhu 

— Tab karmrna diga keta bhute fantesa tata yeta khsa 
tin 

Antmpalo pidln n varea khatlcsuram bba kata 
Sha ra kiti vrya vadlu de Ice nti di ya pade shu 
Second — Aparajita matava 

Satadasa titunsojuke sidhi ja — 

Jau a tra la mman da keta tiplnra ti ea tuta ji tanka 
Arati pala pitira va jasa ra te sa ra mu ka ti 
Sata ki ti vuta van dc Lc riCari jaupata 
Tentative Readings of part of Mamkyala In- 
scription, Plate XVI 

first — gk 1 ba f 

Kernladhara ruati ea anapa viJia pat: va 
•120 

Sin CXX swan apurbeswn Mahirijaaa knno 
Slisia 

State viista kbata d — sa tatbihatali 
ean a 

Vncba 6a fa — sisa mudra pasa 
Ilara l dvrasa dasi n pakli a niti liaja 
Nana t biana — kesuta dwi dra v uta 

* Qy boTTDvctJ fn iu it- flonini * 
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Second— Pom mnara rndlii si Afipa viara Jna w 
— 220 Tuna pntlaa ka Maliarajasa knni 
Kslin raehva ehr Kliuda ra cka o riadu ka I all 
Va — - ynpliana — -slim mntra p*m 

Data c rt 6a dasa npaklia plieti ha va 
Tratra — anarc — 

The manuscript gives no more, and there is no 
attempt at translation. 


riNis 


■nd Son Printer*, 21 FteeMana. Corn I III 
























IU f hum fonts 


Insi upturn nt tint/ *,rf V,bhn ™ 

# 8 AI I AE Il£ MEfAAOT ETKPATIAOT V T* XVlxnP*' 

JBAZIAGCIE Z£Y.THPO£ MENANAPOT T tlU> 1 “^ Ml 

3 bax i aeciz saTMPOr atjoaaoaotot mwT’H 

J BAZl A EtfJ.t £fl.THPOE EPMAIOT JAu^ T ini in 

J 0 A£lAEft£ BMI AEr.N M ETA AOT A Z OT T* A ?T >*1 *L«J Ty*! 50 TYO 

* 8 AIIAEC 1 E flMIAEP.N MEPAAOTAZIAIZOT "PT«I A?T»* 1 T.U PtfunPi*! 
7 8 AX|A EfLI AN 1 KHTOT ^lAOZENOT P f ^ i\i I’ Tl>« h a P SI 

j*BAtlAEAX NIKH^OPOT ANTIMAXOT TSw^lPDAI TlV 
j 0 B AXI A EAI M E r A A OT ON AN OT T'la-ll TTVy V *1 “ 1 ' 

IIKH< 5 >OPOT ANT 1 AAKIAOT "PTV*lT*>l PliATST 
NIKHTOT AYEIOT V '*\’h M PNV 

8 AIIAEAX IATHPOI VNt iQtppOY PTH P £ ~V fi V 3 T ' 
b *CIAEO.I tTHPOI £ V EPMAAOT P Th f 'Vth V **h 
' BACIAEVC BACIAEwNCCjTHPMGrAt OOMNK A A <}»ICHC 
MH AJ Ip Oft M'lVT/iNHUHEfMP C'KLt 
! K A A A V E [ XOPANOY V} # 5 } f ?P j 5 n H 

Ttttfs unit kpttbtts 

POE it AN 1 K HTOT 

A'-r.J ,.., j t 
J, 

1 -p %>M h T. 

12 V T T.h< J, 

i Hj *« nik h <J>opot 
L t PI HI 

as MENANAPOT 

pn U 
P £ t in 
TE £ «i> 

at AY JIOT 
T» "A *> M 

r) 3 > ON Cl N OT 
TTHTi 

3J «NAA} e P P° V 


^ •'-vzjp'ic* wj fp- 

5';--^ v--:;^>'- ■' • 

aifer .?^irJ'^t,3 , .a«Riaiafii n ms sft 





\ 7 wn 

"hTiTiJi % A*. i»i it L*ki 
‘s i U. U.’h, 

lf -,1 a- , 

U 2 -j J t~ 

L L l. t u Uh* 

>1 r# 3 >}y^~ 

x fl _ *. 

/-/»</’ A A 

j° jo > £ a* A ,C ’ 

7 > ,A a a 

, 

y r £ $ X ^ f 

A A $ 

U,v "" r "“ 

'j rfj La It 

H y Y, '*•“•’ 
iVyi' 

f ^ jv^ ^ >u ■***'» ■"" 
7/$0' /A >A» -/An 

£ 'kk 'Mu itl.U 

i J 



'u V '» 

-^r ^ 
-ST'C- £“ 
Cl 

S o 

J f'T 

5%?5 
£■$& 
^ ^ 70 
zj -n 



Y7, ■% ^PWMtfWW 
O ■W’)Krw J > iwrr 


inik) 

~hH~hJl % kK.kalktku.ki 

S </ U. U.'kf.. 

W s\ , 

u 2 j J /- 

b h It teu ti ha 

\ 1 tl ‘LY:* 

ynjr fefiti*- 

\4 ( -»• 

f'-hcfr kh 
Sf’i 
7 ’ /A a 

YY't’%% * f 

A a ^ y-^y- 

^ La, La Ljo- 

Q If \js c/ '*• ***■ *"‘ rri 
K * ' Ht > l ' L L 

ixiV ^ ^ ^ 

t T t 

^ ^ O ah jAh 

? 4 f 7 /- 

tf.A ‘Uu i/Art 

A 

CL 

=)f 



; r£. 

Kjf r- 5 > l; 

^ ^ j-' 

r M 


vr~jy» 
-£ ^ 


It jA 


S 


7 i-y 


7i« 



